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Sirenusa villa owners sue Terminix, ServiceMaster

By JONATHAN AUSTIN
Daily News Staff

Two companies that owned 16 vil-
las m Sirenusa have sued Terminix
and its parent company for the methy|
bromide poisonings. Plaintiffs claim
the pesticide company defrauded
them and caused long-term daumage
with therr crimnal use of banned
pesticides in the villas.

Catalus Capital LLC and wys
LLC filed a civil complaint in LS.
* Distriet Court, arpuing that the Ser-

viceMaster Co. and it subsidiaries,
Tcrmmrx lmi:rmlmnni and Tcmnnu
ged in cor-
ruption and lrn.ud u'hcn they applied
methyl bromide for pest'control in a
number of St John villas owned by
the plaintiffs.

The complaint argues the Termi-
nix firms and Superior Angran —
two related Puerto Rico mmpnnlcs
that sold pesticid aged in a

criminal mlcrpnse.- n.nd u pattern of
ricketeering activity” that damaged
the plaintiffs and were “to the benefit
of ServiceMaster” -
“Sirenusa  received  widespread
: " 3

ol Mews file phots

Sirenusa on St. John, where a Delaware family of four fell Il in March 2015 after & local Terminix exterminator ap-
plhied methyl bromide in another unit. Two companies with interests in the property are suing Terminix for demages.

vacationing at Villa Capri, Sirenusa.
The two companies acknowledged
fines could total $4 million ecach, plus

ui
of a Delaware family ed by pesti
cides on St. John in March 2015 while

fumages and $1 million for pesticide
training. That’s on top of more than
$90 million Terminix and jts insurers
ngmmpwﬂu&mdﬁm])n!h
three of the four were Iy cnj

The complaint argues that Terminix
and Superior “formed an enter-

because of the pcstlmhupnﬁn

h the use of misrepre-
mnmmmdempﬂm subterfuge and

-

fraudulent documentation.
The: result, the complaint claims,
“eulminated in the high-profile poi-
soning of a Delaware family. This
mgic event has become known as
*the Sirenusa poisoning and has been
puhhmed throughout the world."
The filling says the defendant’s
criminal scheme caused the owners

‘Sin tax’ bill not yet law as it awaits Mapp's

By SUZANNE CARLSON
Daily News Staff

Bills approved two weeks ago
during the legislabive session on
Feb. 28 have not yet heen signed
into law and did not reach Gov.
Keénneth Mapp’s desk until Friday.

Government  House spokesman
Sam Topp said Mapp received the
bills Friday and by law has 10 days,
excluding Sundays, in which to sign
them into law.

The deadline for Mapp to sign the
bills or veto them is March 22, and
ifhe does not take-action on the bills
they automatically become law.

Bill No. 32-0005,
the so-called “sin
w”  legislation;
32.0007,  which
sets a minimum tax
on real pr
32-0018,
granis ammesty fo
delinguent taxpay-
ers; 32-0032, which grants a zoning
variance for the zipline landing site
on St Croix; and 32-0033, grant-
ing zoning permission to establish
a dog daycare facility.

s
which

Senators in the majority caucus
repeatedly emphasized the need o
see the controversial so-called “sin
tax” bill and the property tax bill
passed quickly to help stave off im-
pending financial collapse.

Sennte President Myron Jack-
son’s spokesman Toya Malone said
Tuesday he didn't know the status
of the bills. _

Mapp has been aveling out of
the terntory and left Sunday for
the annual Seatrade Cruise Glabal
exhibition and conference in Fort
Lauderdale, Fla. Topp said Mapp is
scheduled to return to the territory
Tuesday evening, and said he didn't

know: which senators anended the
conference.

The Legislature’s exccutive di-
rector, Iver Stridiron, did not re-
spond to calls for comment.

Senators had & town hall meeting
on March 2 on St. Croix after pass-
ing Bill No. 32-0005, which would
increase taxes on alcohol, tobaceo
and carbonated bcvcrngcsnnﬂ adda
fee on timeshares,

Sen. Novelle Francis Jr. said con-
stituents who spoke at the meeting
were displeased that senators did
not have such & meeting prior to ap-

ing the tax to seek additional
mput from the public.

of the villas 10 sustain “significant
losses.™

According to the court filing, Cata-
lus Capital USV1 owned 12 villas with-
in Sirenusa — including all or parts of
Buildings A, C, E. G, H. [ and .

VVS owned four villas. including
all or part of Buildings D and K.

Officials said the Esmond family
was vacationing in Building ! when
they were poisoned.

“Because of its prime location, pri-
vacy and its high-end amenities, Sire-
riusa was highly regarded and became
a very popular destination for tourists
worldwide,” the complaint

However, the March 18, ;ayué poi-
soning by the pest l:omml cul
and ensuing publicity “dcpiuﬁn?%
nusa as 2 place that is not safe and
15 to be avoided by vacationers)” ac-
cording to the laint.

The pluniffs say they suffered
significant economic losses, includ-
ing diminished property values, res-
ervation cancellutions and the loss of
future long- and short-term leases.

The complaint seeks miple actual
damages, compensatory d.nmlges.
court and attorney costs and punitive

i but
doesn't say whether they still awn
those properties.

. The plaintiffs asked for twial by
Jury,

signature

Video from that meeting has not
been made publicly available on-
line, and the Legislature’s website
has not added video of the Senate’s
activities since the legislative ses-
sion on Feb. 28,

Senate Majority Leader Neville
James'  Communications  Direc-
tor Sydney Paul has smid addi-
tional town hall meetings are be-
ing planned on St Thomas and St.
John.

Dates for those meetings have
not yet been scheduled.

— Contact Sizanne Carlson at
340-714-9122 or email scarlson(@
dailynews.vi.
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Board OKsspeclaI election ballot, with photos

By BRIAN O'CONNOR
Daily News Staff

ST. THOMAS — Michael Jack-
son and Magic Johnson appeared
on 4 St Thomas ballot Tuesday.

However, the King of Pop and
the Lakers legend won't be rum-
ning in the April 8 special alec-
tion, but their photos did appear
on mock-up ballots cireulited at a
meeting of the St Thomas-St. John
hstrict Elections Board gn Toesday
aftermnoni.

Board members Armuro  Wat-
lington Jr., Lydia Hendricks, Ale-
cin Wells and lvy Moses eventu-
ally voted 4-0 to set & deadline of
3 pm. today for the candidates on
the April 8 ballot to submit high-
resolution 2-inch by 2-inch photos.

Because of the small number of
canihdates 1o appear on the special
election ballot, the ballots will cost
approximately the same amount as
non-photographic  ballots, which
are roughly 48 cents each for
about 8,000 ballots, sccording to
Elections Board officials.,

Preparations for the special elec-
tion continue, despite a letter from

Francis Jackson Jr., the lawyer for
Kevin Rodriquez.
Rodriquez has led a US.

District Court ruling, which did
not overturn a V.I. Supreme Court
ruling barring him from taking of-
fice, to the 3rd U.S. Circunt Court of
Appeals. Rodriguez has filed a mo-
tion for a court order preventing the
April & election while the appeal
process continues.

Jackson's letter asked the board
not to approve the printing of ballots
until the District Court issues a rul-
ing on whether to stay the election.

“In view of his motion to stay,

Daily hews photo by BRIAN DICONNDR

St. Thomas-St. John Boeard of Elections members on Tussday weigh possible schedulss for the April 8 spacial
election. The board uitimately.wgted twice to include photos on the ballot and print 8,000 ballots.

which requests an emergency court
ruling before those ballgs are
printed. Rodriguez would respect-
fully request that the board post-
pone any decision on the printing of
the special election ballots, pending
a decision of the District Court,”
Jackson wrote.

A lawsuit challenging
Rodriquez’s residency has cost the
Elections Board about $12,000 in
legal fees for ind il

vote approved the 8,000 number,
on an estimated 30 percent

tumout for the election — the pro-
cess will move ahead.

“We consider that approving the
ballon,” he said.

Board members took no vote on
the question of whether early vot-
ing would be allowed for the spe-
cial election and said the only per-
son who could decide was Elections
Supervisor Caroline Fawkes.

Board members asked her to
reconsider the decision to forego
early voting,

Faw!ms has said that because the
cannot adhere

according to officials.

Board Chairman Arturo Watling-
ton Jr. said between two affirmation
voles taken Tuesday — another 4-0

m territorial law, which she and
Watlmgm both testified before

the Legislature is too strict, a trun-
cated early vating schedule will not

be allowed.

“1 don'tbelieve, legally, the board
can force you 1o do that
is contrary to the low," Watlington
said,

The early voting provisions of
V.I. Code Title 18, Chapter 5, Sec-
tion 94a mandate that “early vot-
g begins on the [4th day before
an election and ends on the 3rd day
before the election and must be pro-
vided for no less than 8 hours and
no more than 12 hours day, a1
each site durmg applicable period.”

Legislators wanted 1o avoid
chinges w0 the low  within six
months of an election, Fawkes siid.

That was no excuse, Watlington
said.

“Ms. Fawkes, stop making ex-
cubes for these people” he said,
referring to the senators. “The fact
that they created three laws within
the last fime, you don't think those
are changes in elections laws?
They said they created a new single
board, They said they created —
re-gstablished the St Thomas-St.
John board of elections. Those are
changes to the election law. Title
18. Tile 18. Title 18. So please
don't make excuses for them. They
fuiled what they were supposed to
do.”

The board also voted 3-1 against
using the Calabash Boom polling
location for St. John votérs, on a
motion from Moses to keep it open.

The closure would cause undue
hurish:p for St. John voters, Moses
sai

“l am 150 percent against the
closing of any sites on St. John
she said

— Contact Brian O 'Connor
at 340-714-9130 or email
boconnor vi,

WAPA Iawsuit calls for end to PSC rate conditions

By BRIAN O'CONNOR
Daily News Staff

ST. THOMAS — The V.I. Water
and Power Authority is asking a
VI Superior Court judge to curb
the Public Services Commission’s

authority.
In a complaint filed before.
Superior Court Kathleen

Judge
Mackiy on Feb. 28, the utility asked
the court ta invalidate conditions
placed on it by the Public Services
Commission in an effort to keep
electric rates temporarily increased
under the terms of an mterim mte

agreement,

The staffs of WAPA and the PSC
reached an accord in December,
clearing the way for Public Services

Commission members to vote in fa--

vor of the i

Public Services Commission members have said that
the conditions were part of the commission’s
statutory mandate to ensure that rate increases are
“just and reasonable.” The Public Services
Commission cannot approve rates without some
“kind of approval of actions that may cause rates to
rise, regulatory board members have said.

Jan. 12. The agreement included six
conditions that WAPA had to meet
for the rates to be used, and on Jan.
13, the utility filed a petition for re-
consideration of those conditions.
Public  Services Commission

Tate ag on

bers have said that the condi-

tions were part of the commission’s
statutory mandate to ensure that rate
increases are “just and reasonable.”
The Public Services Commission
cannot approve rates without some
kind of approval of actions that may
cause rates 1o rise, regulatory board

members have said.

On Jan. 26, in a response to
WAPA's pehﬁcn ‘reconsideration,
the Public Services Commission

voted to rescind the rate increase

they approved on Jan. 12. The util-
ity implemented rate increases any-
way, and filed the court case in a bid
to keep the increased mtes in place.
WAPA's court filing, written by
anorney Sam Hall Jr, accuses the
Public Services Commission of

1 ‘while it were
angry. and for violating open meet-
ings requirements for 1he Jan. 26
meeting as a-result.

“The filing by WAPA of its
Jan. 13 petition for reconsideration

this docket was not intended to
anger, shock, disrespect, or in any
way upset members of the commis-
sion,” he wrote,

The utility 15 asking Mackay to
declare that the commission ex-
ceeded its authority to set rates by
putting the conditions into effect,
that the conditions be invalidated
and that the appeal of the commis-
sion's decision be expedited, Hall
wrole,

The utility also asks the court
*“to determine that the PSC acted
arbitrarily, capriciously and in a
fit of pigue m denymg WAPAS
petition for reconsideration of the
December 15th decision,™ he wrote.

The court should also “continue
WAPA's stance of PSC reversal of
the base rate increases It granted
pending a final ruling by the court,”
Hall wrote.

— Contact Brian O°Connor
at 340-714-9130 or email
boconnor{@dailynews.vi.
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Territory reports three new
positive cases of Zika virus

By JONATHAN AUSTIN
Dally News Staff

The Vi Health Department this
week reported three new confirmed
cases of Zika virus, and thres
_POSitives mong pregnant wormen.

The total confirmations rmise the
number of positive Zikn cases m the
termtory 1o 9935 smee January 2016, out
of a reported 2,067 symptomatic cascs.

Of the new Zikn cases, one was on
St. Thomas and two were on St. Croix.

Overall, the Health Department e-
ports |88 pregnant wormen — out of
1,634 who were tested — have been
confirmed to have had Zika,

OF the total number of Zika cases in
the temitory. 654 have been repdrted
AT uwgtm while 333 have been

among

The Health Department has reported
671 confimned cases of Zika on St
Thomas; 241 confinned cases on St
Croix; and 83 confirmed cases on St

Phato by UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

A vacuum tube holds a blood-fed strain of Aedes segypti mosquito — the

strain rasponsible for the spread of Zika —

in place undsr a microscope

in & latyat the university, in Madison, Wis. There have been 895 positive
Zika cases in the U.S. Virgin |slands since January 2016, including three new

confirmad cases reported thit wesk

bsrﬁ!dclmsmunbmhuhls.mm
nnn'rplmauom |n pos!mm.'f

ibly death
madu.l‘lsnrllhasbaa'lfmdlube
transmitted sexually. To prevent Zika
and other mosquito-borme . illnesses

I= nr npacial

the musical

Directed by Frank Bartolucci

Adapted by Stephen Schwariz
Working-2012 Revised Version

Al tred par

with Music Theatre INTL (M1}

are alno iad by MTI, www. MTIShows.com

March 16,17,18, 24, 25, 31, April 1 at 8pm
& March 26 at 2pm

m:l(its available online at pistarckietheater.com
or call 340-775-7877

= DATES BUBATT TO CHARGE

the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention suggests:

* Use insect repellents containing
DEET, picaridin, [R3335, or some ail
of lemon eucalyptus and pam-men-
thane-diol products. 17 using

Pirate-themed museum
to open in Havensight

By BRIAN O'CONNOR
Daily News Staff

ST. THOMAS — The orga-
nizers of 4 new pimte-themed
museum located in the Haven-
sight Mall hope locals will get
hands-on with some booty later
this month,

Pirates Treasure: A Shipwreck
Museum and Store will begin
with a soft opening at a reno-
vated 7.200-square-foot museum
designed to showcase the more
legally dubious elements of the
territory’s maritime past.

The museum is sel for a soft
opening on March 24, with a pre-
view and the retail center open,
said Scort Bunn, the museum’s
genernl manger.

A ceremonial openmng 18
planned for March 28 a1 11 am.,
and the museum is expected to
be fully open by mid-April, Bunn
said. Bunn credited the museum’s
develdpment to local residents
Dale Schmidt and Mike Barton.

and insect. repellent, apply the sun-
screen first and then the repellent. Do
mwmeurcpelbemmﬂnskm
under your clothing.
» Treat clothing with permethrin or
in-freated I
» Wear long-sleeved shirts and long

pams.

« Use air conditioning ar window/
door screens o Keep mosquitoes
outside.

» Sleep under a mosquito net.

* Empty standing water from con-
tainers, such as flowerpots or buckets
inside and outside the home.

« If infected. take precautions to repel
mosquitoes to prevent the disease from
fiirther spreading through bites.

For local information about the
Zikn virus or to receive any of the VI
Health Deparument’s free services, call
the Emergency Operations Center at
340-712-6205.

For more information

general
about the Zika virus, contact the Cen+
ters fior Disease Control and Preven-
tion ot 1-800-2324636 or visil
CDC.orp/zikn.

Since 1

Barton is Odyssey Marine's chief
financial officer and served as
the company’s interim CEO. He
and Schmidt operate Prospertias
Investment Management on St
Thomas.

The privately operated mu-
seum is intended to Fumnish a
hands-on connection between the
salty past and the technological
future, Bunn said. For example,
the museum includes a model of
4 deep-submersible robotic vehi-
cle used by Odyssey Marine, the
company that furnished many of
the artifacts in museurm.

“It’s certainly going to be a great
intemctive experience,” he said.

Bunn cited Jean Hamlin as
the most notorious local pirate,
though the museum might be
mare about tone than tome.

“There’s a rich iustm-y of pi-
racy in the Caribbean,” he said,

Hamlin exploited o relation-
ship with the Damsh governor,
Adolph Esmit, fo avoid cap-

The privately operated
museum is intended
to fumish a hands-on
connection between
the salty past and the
technological future,
general manager
Scott Bunn said.

ture by the British authorities
in the 1680s, and his ship, Le
Trompeuse was burned by the
British in the Charlotie Ama-
lie harhor, shortly afier Danish
troops opened fire on a British
naval vessel that had come to St.
Thomas to capture him. Hamlin
escaped to Brazil, allegedly with
the help of Esmit.

Other local connections be-

_twcen pirates and the territory

more historically
duhtuus Blackbeards Castle,
for example, is actually the fan-
cifu.liy named site of a former
emplacement  constructed
lry Danish authorities to pro-
tect the low-lying Fort Christian
from naval attacks. Drake’s Seat
is named more-for a legend than
for any verifiable connection to
Sir Francis Drake. William Kidd
sdiled into St. Thomas to aban-
don five deserters and a sick man
in 1699, Officials have not yet
settled on an admission fee, but
hope thai the museum will build
on its central location, Bunn said.
They are hoping to become a ma-
jor attraction, Bunn said.

“I think this is going to be
the first major museum that will
open in the territory,” he said.

— Contact Brian O Connor
at 340-714-9130 or email
boconnor@dailynews.vi.

985 NATURAL FOOD

Vegetarian Energy Protein for Stamina.
Helps to Balance Hormones. Easy to Digest.
Promotes Lean Body Mass!

Feel Your Best!

Grocery & Deli

{340) 775-3737 = Mandela Circle, St. Thomas
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A horse and‘can pass by Font Christian in this pusward from SLThomaa Danish West Indnes A fate on March 24 to
celebrate the centennial of the transfer of the islands to the United States will not involve tours of the refurbished
fort, which won't open to ﬂw public until March 28, according to & Vil. Transfer Centennial Commission spokesman.

Fete won't include fort tours

By JONATHAN AUSTIN
Daily News Staff 1=

ST AS — Despite schedul-
ing events on 24 to celebrate the
"lmp:nmg"ufﬁ:nﬂnidim m Chor-
lotte Amalie, the public fikely will not
be able to enter the fort until March 29.

“We're saluting the reopening of Fort
Christian.” said James O'Bryan JIr. as-

think they are going to be finished” in

time for the public to enter the gates of

lh:himnanahfmm March 24,

—COURTYARD |

SELF STORAGE

1 Month FREE
on all 5' x 5' units*

Climate Controfled Units
Sizes from 5'%5' fo 12'x20°
Keypad Entry/Video Menitoring
East End — Smith Bay
{cros from Margaritaile)
340-776-6008

WWW
“Sutject o imrms and conditons

If officials manage to
meet the March 29
opening date, the fort
will have been closed
to the public for about
11 years, nine months
and 30 days.

Band and a ceremony in Emancipation
Garden.

If officials mmage o meet the
“March 29 opening date, the fort will
have been closed to the public
fos=lia
was I
Maymmnwdmd

forabout

ai the time of the closing were
s&mS]Znnlhm though the most

1874 and 1875 to destroy a central
tower, replace the fort's northern wall
and add a Gothic-revival-style clock
tower.

— Contact Jonathan Aus-
tint at 340-714-9104 or email
Javstin@daitymews.i.

Cruise Ships
Today, March 15
Carnival Spiendor (3,006) flam.to7pm  Havensight
Disney Fantasy (4,000) 5:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.Havensight
Eurodam (2,104) Bam. tobpm. Havensight
Celebrity Silhouette (2.886) 8a.m. o5 pm. Crown Bay
Allure of the Seas (6,296) 10am.to 7 p.m. Crown Bay
Thursday, March 16
No ships
Friday, March 17
Royal Princess (3,600) Tamtodpm  Havensight

A Cultural US Virgin Islands

'| bon Centennial Celebration
1 ' with Cool Session Brass
and Rising Stars Steel Orchesten

Tuesday, March 215t
5:30pm to 9;30pm an the WICO Dock.

e rUey

3192 Avrosia ANp WiLGussT

St. Tiomas, VI 00802

Tel. (340) 774-1464 * Fax (340) 777-9895
“mail: office@hurleydavis.com

Hurle

FURERAL HOME

Virgin Islands Academic and Cultural
Awards Endowment Scholarship/Loan

Scholarship/Loan opportunity for eligible
VI residents pursuing Graduate Studies/Research
or engaged in Cultural Projects.

Application Deadline:
April 28, 2017

Applications and further information on eligibility
requirements are available from the
Office of the Provost or from the UVI website at:
hitp://www.uvi.edu/administrati

For Additional Information, contact:
VIACAE Program Office at
(340) 692-4285

AWARDE ARE ON THE AVAIL Y or
FUNDS FIH FISCAL YEAR 2017-18
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Police Reports

The police bloter is the V1. Territorial Emer-
gency Manngement Agency’s list of calls to 911
Emergency operators and the time they were
reparted.

St. Croix
Charged: Assault and battery

James Bowers, 50, of Decatur, Ga., was ar-
rested Monday and charged with siinple assauli
and battery-domesnc violence. Police said he
punched a woman in the face and'arm, causing
injuries, <

_ No bail was set per the domestic violence
statute.

Charged: Assault

Shawn Williams, 51, of no fixed address was
arrested at 8:13 a.m. Tuesday and charged with
{hird-degree assault. Police said he assauited a
mar with & stone and his backpack. His bail was
set at $25,000,

Incidents in the police hlottér included:

Anlmal — 4 p.m. Tuesday, Mutual Homes
housing community.

Assault — 8:13 am. Tuesdny, Company
Street, Christinnsted; | 1:08 am.  Tuesday,
Digmond. ,

Outside fire — §:43 a.m. Tuesday, William's
Delight

St.Thomas

Charged: Driving under
the influence

Lawrence Dowe, 75, of Hospital Ground, was
arrested at 9:56 pm. Monday and charged with
driving under the influence of alcohal, Bail was
set at $500,

Charged: Burglary, weapon
possession

Dwight Bruney, 37, of Hidden Valley, was
arrested at 9 a.m. Tuesday and charped with
first-dégres burglary, possession of a dangerous
weapon, unlawful entry, and disturbance of the
peace-domestic violence. No bail was set per
the domestic violence statute.

Incidents in the police blover included:

Assault — 11:57 am. Tuesday, Zone C.

Burglary — 7:45 a.m. Tuesday, Bovani,

Fraud — 10:58 am. Tuesday, Zone 4,

Larceny — 5:15 p.m. Tuesday, Zone A.

Outside fire — 7: 18 a.m. Tuesday, Bovoni.

Robbery — ":42 p.m. Tuesdav, Estate
Thomas.

Vehicle fire — 1:46 p.m. Tuesday, Dankey Hill

Vehlcle tampering — 9:29 am. Tuesday,
Bolongo,

Weapon discharge — 4pm. Tuesday,
Zane C,

SKYRIDE TO
PARADISE POINT

PARADISE POINT ISTHI
PERFECT PLACE FOR YOUR

where to
find them

Know

Man arrested in fatal North Shore crash

By JOY BLACKBURN

Robert Jones, 68, was killed in a car crush along
St. Croix’s remote North Shore Road on Sunday
evening

A longtime St Croix resident who was o
freclance photogrupher for The Daily News,
Jomes had been a passenger in a vehicle driven by
Christopher Love, 6%

Love was arrested after the crash and charped
with driving under the influence.

According to a statement police released, Love
was drving from north to south along North
Shore Road when he lost control of the vehicle
and it overtumed as it went over an embankment.

Jones was ejected from the vehicle and died at
the sceni, police said. The crash, in the area of Gen-
1le Winds, was reported nbout 7:35 pam, Sunday,

The police arrest log indicates that Love was

negligent driving. It was noj
clear on Monday whether he
might face additional churges
in connection with Jones® death.

Jones — known for his love
of sailing. photography, and his
daughter Sydney — had been a
freelance for The-
Daily News for years.

“Rob wus an  excellent
photojournalist and | could
depend on him to get the pictures that told the
story,” said Daily News Executive Editor Gerry
Yandel

“Rob also was fearless when it came to
taking photographs, and he had o particular
talent for being in the right place at the right
time for breaking news stories. His talents will
he missed, and on behalf of The Daily News,
| would like to send my condolences to his

Robert Jones

charged with driving under the influence and with ~ friends and family,” Yandel said.
Senate Agenda
Today Conference Room on St Croix to get an update
No meetings. on the Medical Assi federal
Thumdw grants and lease agreements.
The Health, Hospitals and Human Services Friday
Commitiee will meet at 10 dm. in the Lawactz No meetings.

Since 1985 NATURAL FOOD Grocery & Deli
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50 Superfoods inc. Spirulina, Alfalfa, Chlorella,
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Pomegranate, Berries and much more!
Delicious Addition to Smoothies!

NEXT PARTY! W in the Na
INCREDIBLE YIEW, GROUPS
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Elvis Lerone Callwood

We announce the passing of Elvis
Lerone Callwood, who passed away
on March 4, 2017,

Hospital on Dec.
27,2016.
mnqe

St.Thomas his

Deaths

great-great-nieces, Tamm Olive, Tara
Olive, Adia Fdwards, Denise Dun-
can-Kelly, Monisha Wheeler, Ma-
cailya Duncan, Nyella Duncan, Jade

Mary, Janet, Ly-
nette and Maureen
Meyers, Lors Penn,
Uris Fren, Elaine,

He leaves us very much loved and
missed.

Anybody wishing to make a dona-
tion should make it to The Salvation

A wviewing will be held Sawurday, home for mare than Rollins, Gwendolyn Tremmell (M.Y.)  Adeline and Jacklyn Army St Thomas Corps, PO. Box
March 18, 2017, at 40 years, eventually [ and many other great-great-great-  MacTavious; sister- 74, St. Thomas, USVI, 00804. Please
Tumbull’s  Funeral retiing  from  the | nephews and nieces; special cousins,  in-law Cynthia put Skeff's name in the memo.
Home from 10 to Addelita  Cancryn Rita and Marilyn Petersen; special MacTavious; broth-

Il am  Services Junior High School Edward godson. Sam Snyder; special friends, ers, and ore

will be held Sat- where he was well- Benko Aida Fuentes, Hilda Daniel. Frank Meyers, Har- MF:LTNM RamonaV. H&ﬂﬂ\'

urday, March 18, known and respect- Relatives and friends are invited ris, Clarence and Romona V. “Ms. Mona™ Harley,
2017, at Tumbull’s ed as a math and 1o attend the viewing today from Sto  Allen MacTavious; brothers-in-law, 93, of St Thomas, died Sunday,
Funeml Home at English teacher, 7 p. at the Celestial Chapel of Hur-  Roy Frett, Roy Penn, Gerald Neil Sr,  March 5, 2017, at

11 am, EivisiLardte His lifelong dream was to liveona  ley Funeral Home. A Mass of Chris-  Henry Harris, Olinzo Daniel, Phillip _ her residence.

He is survived by Callwood sailboat, but unfortunately that never  tian Burial will be celebrated Thurs- Riviere, aunts, Tone Jennings, Mil- Ramona™ s sur-
his brother. Kenrick  ~ came 10 pass. day, March 16, 2017, at Ss. Peterand  licent Wenner, Irene Fraser and Jea-  vived by her chil-
Callwood;  sisters, He is survived by his sister, Marge  Paul Cathedral at 9:30 am. Interment nette Thomas; great-aunt, Delmina  dren, Ena Spencer,

Janice Donovan, Loma, Cynthia,
Livia and Candia Callwood; neph-
ews, Floyd Christian, Kevin Bastian,
Juseph David, Deron and Daren
Donovan, Troy, Kenrick Jr, Kevon,
Kévon and Keevon Callwood, Devon
Bell, Donnelly Scatliffe, DeShaun
and J"Waan Todman; nieces, Kishma,

Majors; nephews, John E. Smith and
Michael Benko; and sistef-in-law,
Katie Smith.

Mt. Benko was interred at Poerto
Rico National Cemetery in Bay-
aman, Puerto Rico, as he wished.
He was a disabled Navy veteran and

le Heart recipient.

_is at Western Cemetery No. 1.

15 are under the care
of Hurley Funeral Home and Crema-
tion Center of St. Thomas, St. John,
St. Croix and Tortola. For direstior
and online condolences, please visit
us at www.hurleydavisfuneral home.
COmL.

Ruth Barry; uncle, Dennis MacTa-
vious; 29 nicoes, |1 great-nieces, 22
nephews, 26 great-nephews; godehil-
_dren, Myma Lennard-Penn, Ajahni
Phillips; and other relatives, friends
‘and acquuintances oo MUMETOUS, (o

mention,

Era Joseph, Gerda |
Rhymer, Bemard

Harley,  Christian
Harley, Nathaniel
Spencer, Rosie Har-
ley and Randolph
Spencer. She is also
survived by 15 grandchildren

Ramona V.
Ha

and

Euriece, Amy, Jeanetta and Shavon Mr, B will be dearly missed. We Richard Skeffington muny great-grandchildren oo nu-
Callwood; great-nephews, Thedron  wish to thank the doctors at $chnei- — Eflgnore Mactavious METOUS 10 mention.
Roberts, Kevin Bastian Jr, Jovan der Hospital for their care, patience, The Celebration of Life for Rich- Relatives and friends are respec-
and Davion Joseph, Devante Seide-  and kindness. We also wish to thank Relatives and friends are invited to - ard “Skeff” Skeff- tively invited to attend a viewing at
Donovan (godson), Javian and Cart-  Tumnbull’s Funeral Home and Crema-  attend the fimerl service for Ellen- ington will be held Nisky Moravian on Saturday, March
er Todman and Troy Callwood Jr.; tory for their outstanding service. ore Muctavious, also known as Ellie,  Saturday, March 18, 18, 2017, at 9 am., followed by the
great-nieces, Thedm Roberts, Kiara who died Feb. 26, 2017. His many friends service at 10 am. Interment is st Ni-
Bastion, Jessica, Tamarn and Tomin  |rma A. Hansen The viewing is Saturday, March are welcome to join sky Morayian Cemnetery;
Caltwood, Jaden, Kayla and Keri 18 from 9 to 10 am. at St Andrew’s  us, his family at the are under the care of
Bella Todman, Sydney and Jordun, Irma A, Hansen, better known Episcopal Church, with the serviceat  St. Thomms Yacht Hurley Funeral Home and Cremation
and Alyssa Donovan; great-great- #s Auntie, of St Thomas died on 10 aam. at the same location. The in-  Club between 4 and Center of St Thomas, St John, St
niece, A'nivah Symone Alexander; Wednesday, March terment is at Western Cemetery No. 6 pm. Please bring Croix and Tortola. For directions and
brother-in-law, Dennis Donovan Sr; 1, 2017, at her resi- s " photographs  and Skaffi online condolences, please visit us at
step-nephews, Dennis Donovan Jr.  dence. She was 100 She is survived by her children, stores if you wish. NN e hurleydavisfuneral home.com.
and Bryon Toombs; uncles, Kenneth  years old. Edecia Richards, Leroy Francis &
Callwood and Sandford Donovan; Irma is survived Doreen Graham; her grandchildren,
godmother, Dominga Francis; spe- by her nephew, Ma- Mykah (Nikky) and Michael Wynier,
cial friend, Dexter Freeman, Mal- no  Penn-Duncarn; Meshach and Miché Richards, Sher- 1
vin (“Macadoo”) Dawson, Senator  nieces, Ima, Ina, raine, Zahquan and Jo'Neyse Fran-
Dwayne DeCiraffe, Elbert Proctor, Ena Duncan; great cis, Joneé Dass, Tyrone Gifft, Shaine s
Joel Hyman, and Dove (“Weather nephews, Gregory ~ [MMaA and Andrea Graham, Deja Graham; D[
man™); and special cousin, Lennard  Duncan, Kyle  Hansen great-grandchildren, Michael Wynter .
Joseph, Daniel,  Mitchell 11, Mason Woyniter, Yanta and Yatirn UL, i

Duncan, Thomas Meyers, King Webster, Jamard and PURCHA =}
Edward Benko Olive I, Calvin Carty, Oriel Thomp-  Aiyana Graham; sons-in-law, Mervin 1T

We are saddened to announce the
passing of Mr. Edward Benko, who
died at the age of 86 at Schneider

son; great-nicces, Lavern Olive,
Lisa White-Carty, Monigue Hobson,
Ke-yn Daniel, Marissy A, Duncan,
Shericia Hodge, Gloria Thompson;

Richards, James Graham; daugh-
ter-in-law, Elizabeth Julie Francis;
sisters, Erline Keitl, Joycelyn Neil,
Corcen Daniel, Caroline Riviere.

NEW LOCATION: AL CONEN'S PLAZA BLDG 1, RAPHUNE HILL - 775-TMAN [1629)

r | Vehicles Tagged and Collected on St. Croix
th k. 1 1 b by the Abandoned Vehicle Task Force
1 e enne c u mmmmﬂmmwm.uammmmummmammm.mmmw
i ulmlmmm,umemcmm.wmmmmummummmwmmmnumhm
$250-51,000 1o rotrieva vehicles. Confiecated vehicie listings will be publishied on Monday of each week. For furiher information pleass contact
Willlams, 5. Crotc s Office at (340) 773-1404, The 5 cary are schehuled tor deposat:
REGISTERED OWNER MAKE MODEL coLoR YEAR | PLATE#
SYLVIA EDWARDS CHEVY AVED BLUE 2005 CCR-116
TREVOR WILLIAMS PONTIAG GRANDAM | WHITE 1997 CEO-802
EDWIN RAMIREZ FORD EXPLORER | BLACK 1998 cOT-983
- ZULMA MEDINA CHEVY CAVALIER GOLD 2000 CDO-245
oy Call to schedule JOSE BERRIOS CHEVY VENTURE GREEN 2003 CDP-835
- n add JOSE RODRIGUEZ MAZDA MPV BEIGE 1995 CEH-183
an appointment or . JOSEPH ZELINKO FORD EXPLORER | BROWN 1891 CEL-948
: VERNON LAFRANQUE DODGE RAM WHITE 1985 CCJ-890
make a reservation RONEEL OLDSMOBILE | INTRIGUE BLACK 1809 | CCS-844
MELBOURNE GUNN PONTIAC GRANDAM | GREEN 2002 CEG-570
NOEL AGARD MITSUBISHI MIPAGE GREEN 1996 COE-892
Vitraco Mall (behind Rainbow), St Thomas MAHCAFRTARE HHERN CHEVY CAVALIER BHOWN SHes Qe 6hd
ANDRE SWANSTON CHEVY EEN 2000 COK-821
“40_TTT_CLU I" AMADOR DELEAME DODGE VAN MULTI-COLORED | 2001 TAXI-O147
I dislid D RODGER & ANITA ROBEATS. .| SATURN SL-1 BROWN | Tea 107

AR SARE, e 2 Ty
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Hospital memorial garden to help grlevmg parents heal

By BUZANNE CARLSON
Daily News Siaff

A memorial garden at Luis Hos-

. pitl first envisioned in 2015 came

to fruifion Monday with the help
* of local vulm-ueeu, visiting college

and participants in Pru}ec:
Promise.

“It was amazing yesterday, lhe ca-
maraderie, 4ust everybody coming
together for this common purpose,
it was beautiful” said Resa O'Reilly,
founder and president of the nonprof-
it group Project Promise.

The idea for 8 memory garden
was the vision of Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit nurse manager Faye Jahn-
Baptiste and was announced in Octo-
ber 2015 during the hospital's annual
“R ng Our Babies™ ceremo-
ny for National Pregnancy and Infant
Loss Awarencss Month, according to
a press release from hospital spokes-

erpillor ijm. which' pmndn at-
nisk youth on St. Croix with a support

system from fifth grade through high'
school graduation.

The group's theme for this month
was “mental health,” and O'Reilly
said #s soon is she Ienm:dnboulﬂe
memorial garden idea she knew the
group could help out.

A student from Howard University
reached out to O'Reilly and n:pismcd
he and several others were lookil
partmer with g St. Croix group to dy a

\cbluntaars gmhar in the new mamaoriai gardem at Luis Hospital on St Croix. The nonprofit group Project F'rnrmsa
led the effort, helped by focal voluntears and students from Howard Uiniversity, who traveled to the island to help

suddenly last Movembar,

project in memory of 18-vear-old St
Croix native Asa O'Neal, who was a
freshman at Howard University when
he died suddenly last November.

The group of students traveled to
St Croix for a week where they joined
O'Reillys students and other local
volunfeers o help build the garden.

“It was absolutely an amazing idea

to partner with them 1o do a project
that was in memory of Asa,” O"Reilly
said. “The fact that these young men
and young women are coming down
here to celebrate his life was truly
amazing. [ was so touched by that™

Parsons said in a press release that
0'Neal’s mather invited his classmates
to visit St Croix on spring break.

with the garden in memory of St. Croix native and classmate Asa O'Neal, 18, a freshman &t the school who died

“We thought it was a great idea be-
cause as his friends, we can give back
o this community, and at the same
time honor Asa’s memory,” Howard
University student and Crucian Jor-
dan Lake said in a press release.

O'Reilly said she reached out to the
hospital to see whether they needed
volunteers for a project and jumped

at the chance 10 bnng lh:prden 10
life. She contacted local
donate supplies, and Sl. Croix 'ﬁ'!ﬂ-
ing provided lumber, Gallows Bay
Hardware gave wood stain and paint-
ing supplies, O'Reilly Plumbing and
Construction provided assistance and
Caravelle Casino donated $500 and
sent employees to help construct the
gnrt!m Monday.

incluni:s a pergola and
bmch constructed by local carpenter
Michael Augustin, stepping stones, &
water fountam and flowers.

“We appreciate that you chose to
support JFL, this means so much
10 us to have a sacred place for
the parents who experience loss,
to reflect, and grieve in a peaceful
space,” the hospital’s acting CEO,
Richard Evangelista, said in a press
release.

“The garden is shsolutely gorzeous
and [ am almost at a loss for words
with the of love we have

experienced foday,” John-Baptiste
saldul'me project she'd long dreamed
of “I can't thank Ms. Resa OReilly.
Project Prormse and the other groups
enough who came together to make
this project possible™

For more information on Project |
Promise, including how to donate,
visit  www.ProjectPromiseVI.com;
email info@projectpromisevi.com;
or call O'Reilly at
fndividual anmual donation member-
ships are available for $30 and donors
receive discounts to a number of local
businesses,

— Contact Suzanne Carlson at
340-714-9122 or email scarison@
dathmews.vi.

Corrections officer sentenced for

Daily News Staff

A former Cnm:ellons nfﬁccr
wns 0 a ye d-a-
half in prison for bringing a cell
phone into prison.

Chief District Judge Wilma
Lewis on Monday sentenced Ab-
dul Robinson, 39, of St. Croix,
to six months in prison for pro-
viding conlmb:nr.r in prison and

ong year in prison for the ter-
ritorial offense of conflict of
interest.

Lewis ordered Robinson 1o
serve the one-year sentence after
the six-month sentence and also
ordered him (o serve one year of
supervised release and pay a fine

smuggling cell phone into prison

ed guilty to providing contra-
band in prison and,conflict of
interest.

According to d s filed

Robinson delivered the ftele-
phone inside the prison.
M the time of lhe event,

in court, on April 5, 2013, Rob-
inson received a cell phone along
with $100 from an undercover
agent and agreed fo deliver the
to an inmate at Gold-

of $500 and a sp i
of 525,
On Sept. 20, Robinson plead-

en Grove Adult Correctional
Facility,

was as a
Cnrm:tlon_r. officer at Gulﬁnn
Grove.

The case was investigated by
the U.S. Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration and the FBL and it
was prosecuted by Assistant U.S.
Attorney Alphonso Andrews, Jr.

Virgin Gorda Easter Parade

applications due Thursday
Thursday i the deadline for submit-
ting applications for the Grind Parade on
Virgin Gonda, aceonding to a statement
issued Tuesduy by the BV government.
Application forms can be collected at
Rosy's Supermarket on Virgin Gorda or
Speedy’s Office on Tortola. Those inter-
ested in participating also can email the
commiltee &l vgeasterfestivali@gmail.
com. For more information, call 284-
5422915 or 2844969333,
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Cuba aims to enllven Sowet-era style news shows

Channel’s producers

-seek programming

that is less dogmatic

By WICHAEL WEISSENSTEN

HAVANA (ﬁl’)-—'ﬂm Cuban government is

trying to teboot its Soviet-em style news pro-
gramming with a high-definition current affairs
channel mﬁ‘u! by young journalists.

The Caribe channel is starting slowly, with
34 hours of offerings a night an a new chan-
nel avnilable to a few hundred thousand view-
ers who have bought hlgh-dcﬁmtinn decoder
boxes.

Producers say they hope lo eventunlly
expand to nearly -clock program-
ming. That's o niche currently occupied only
by Telesur, a regional news channel financed
by leftist Latin American governments.

Caribe | producers say their pro-

Poso by ASSOCIATED PRESS

A man sits at & desk bes®ie a poster of Cuba's late Fidal Castro at the Cuban State Television and

Like many of the country’s
state outlets, Caribe journalists
will include many recent
graduates eager to modemize
official media that have
become imelevant to most
young Cubans.

needs of the people in the news," said Karina
del Valle, a 24-year-old presenter on a Caribe
current-affairs show.

Like many of the country’s state outlets,
Caribe journalists will include many recent
graduates eager 1o modernize official media
that have become irrelevant 10 most young
Cubans.

But content remains almost entirely un-
der the control of Communist Party 1deo-
logical monitors and a crippling govern-
ment cash shortage means the channel has

Radio headquartars in Havana on Tuesday. Producers at the station say they hope to eventually

expand 10 nearly round-the-clock programming. few resources.

grmming premiering Tuesday night will be
“Our great challenge is really making this a

less dogmatic and more openly critical than

traditional Cuban state television, whose re-

porting rarely goes beyond répeating commu-

nigues from government ministries.

Luhmsmewwﬂtmﬁmhm@

competition from more widely available on-

ling sources as internet access expands.
© “Now we're going 10 be able to reflect the

reality,” said Owvidio Cabrera Garcia, director-
general of Cuban television. “We don’t want
1o create great expectations.”

\/enezuelah government’s businesses fail to turn profits

By JIMWYSS
Miami Harald

BOGOTA, Colombia — Bicyeles,
coffee, medicine, celiphones, aero-
spuce components, petroleum, milk,
hotels. Venezuela's stute-run compi-
mies are producing a dizzying army of
products and services, as the socialist
administration has morphed into a
sprawling conglomerate that would
be the envy of any capitalist

The nonprofit Transparency [nte=
national says it has identified at least
511 companies that are either wholly
or majority owned by the governmen|
of Venezucla — nnd 70 percent of
them are losmg money, potentially
adding to Vengauelas  economic
meltdown,

The sheer number of companies
under state control seems to put Ven-

has 130 stte-tun jes and Ar-
genting, a third lurger than Venezuela,
has 52.

“We started this study because no-
body really knows how many compa-
nies the state is running ™ said Mer-
cedes De Freitas. the director of the
Venezuelan brnch of Transparency
Interttational. “The state has imaded
uwy sector imngimh!e.

Ba'Uu»bnscd mn-wmqmuu urgn-
nizntion with chapters in more than
100 countries, will be producing s
full_repont in April with the, bopes
Gf developing & better picture oF the
government’s role amid o crushing
ECONOMIC Crisis. ]
Even so, De Frenas said the initial
findings paimt o picture of an over-
sized state hemorthaging money —

1

Pholo by ASSORIATED
Paaple wait 1o re-register their membership with the opposition Dulmca!

party Violuntad Popular, in Caracas, Venazusla, on Saturday.

Those lnsses come as payrolls at
the ventures appear 10 be souring.
I the early 2000s, for example, the
state-run oil company PDVSA, the
crown jewel of Venczuela’s state-
un uum'prua had about 20,000

Now it's thought to have
120,000 workers, even #8 oil revenue
and output have fallen, De Freitos
said.

“What does this mean?" she
asked. “It means that the company
has turned into a birden on society,
Many jobs hove been created that ire
simply hot sustaimable”

The government is likely o dis-
miss the findings. Transparency In-
ternationdl, which réceives LLS. and
European funding, is often accused
by the admmistration of being an
opposition mouthpiece. And its an-
nual “Corruption Perception Indes,”

at o time when the country despet-

ately needs il The organization found

that 70 percent of the 511 companies

have produced losses in 2016 total-
o

earmarked for education, health, where Venemiela mnks 167 out of
housing and social security that same 170 countries. is a continual source
yean of tension.

ezueln in & class of its own: the group
sud, Brzil, which has about six
times the population of Venczuela,

ing 1.29 rillion bolivares — or about
$129 billion. That amount 15 14 per-
cent higher thun what the government
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TiIIersonfmay face deposition about alias emails

New York looks into
Exxon's statements

about climate change

By ERIK LARSON
berg News

NEW YORK — New York will seck to ques-
tion top Exxon Mobil Carp. executives under
«oath as part of n probe mto the accuracy of the
company’s smiements  about
climate change after discover-
ing an emuil alias used by for-
mer Chiell Executive Officer
Rex Tillerson.

Tillerson, now US. secre-
tary of state, used the name
Wayne Tracker for his second-
ary internsl email account at

Eric Exx
s on, created for sending
Schneiderman he most sensitive Messages
to and from company board
members, nications about

the risks associated with climate change, New
York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman said

onday.

Tillersan, whose middle nome is Wayne, em-
ployed the account from ut least 2008 through
2015, though Exxon says all relevant emails
were turned over to the attorney general last
year, without deception.

“We made it clear that the Wayne Tracker oc-
count belonged to Rex Tillerson,” said Exxon
spokesman Alan Jeffers, “Some of the emails

werg signed 'Rex”” He said Schneiderman’s
m'elanm of the account was “political ™

Aliases have been employed by top corporate
executives for email accounts to throw off hack-
ers, avoid people guessing their digital address

‘Mad Men' provides

Phain by ASSOCIATED PRESS

Secretary of State RexTillarson, whose middle name is Wayne, employed an email account for
his secondary Intarnal account at Exxon from at least 2008 through 2015, though Exxon says all
relevant emalls were tumed over to the attorney general last year, without deception.

or reduce unwanted messages. Some have used
secondary email accounts while others sought
1o mask their communications.
BobLmz,afhrmmuhmmmn\molcﬂ
General Motors Co. in 20]0 used an nil.cmu-
tive email while at the

name “rahodeb” The company changed its
code of conduct to firbid exetutives from post-
ing on message boards or blogs without com-
pany approval,

In the Emn case. Schneid |

Exxon is secking to dernil probes by New
York and Massachusetts into whether the com-
pany musled investors for years about the pos-
sible impact of climate change on its business.

New York's top' cop said Exxon has been
dragging its feet in turning over the docurnents,
especially those from the company’s manage-
ment committee. The probe was well underway
before Tillerson departed Exxon on Jan, | after
being tapped by President Donald Trump to be
America’s top diplomat,

The discovery of the alias address increases:
the likelihood that Tillerson will be among
those quesuuned under oath m the case, accord-
ing to Jon B H a former assi dis-
trict attorney n Massachusetts whos a white-
collor criminal defense lawver with Bowditch
& Dewey LLP in Boston.

“If I'm Eric Schneiderman and 1 know Til-
lersan failed to disclose the existence of the sec-
ond email account, 1'd want to know what else
he failed to disclose,” Barooshinn said. “He'll
want to get him in front of a court reparter un-
der oath™

Justice Barry Osirager In New York state
court in Manhattan, who has been oversecing
the case, must decide whether to schedule n
hearing on the matter.

“Something like this could casily slip through
the cracks and only get discovered later,” said
Richard Scheff, a former federal prosecutor
who i.sn'l involved in the matter, said of Exxon's

with outsiders, His* Rﬂ!Rufm'mll a:mum'.,
a reference 1o his call sign as a Marine pilot. is
still his primary email address, Lutz said Tues-
day in an email.

John Mackey, CEQ of Whole Foods Mar-
ket Inc.; posted anonymons messages m 2007
on Yahoo Inc.’s financial chat boards using the

all rel including Tillerson’s
Wayne Tracker emails, as he “determines
wl‘uuh witnesses to seck testimony from as

the investigation proceeds 1o its next logical
phase,” according to the filing. The existence
of the secondary email account was discovered
by Schneiderman’s team while reviewing other
Exxon documents.

1 fuilure to identify the alins account.
hnmrbeupmmqudgewdwldc if Exxon
was forthcoming about Tillerson's alins ac-
coutit.

“Rex Tillerson’s use of an alias email address
raises all sorts of who, what, when, where, and
why questions.” said Carric Cohen, a former
federal prosecutor in Manhattan who is a white-
collar eriminal-defense lawyer.

American plans meals

Briefs

ar a fruit

or they can pick a vegetarion meal  The Transportation Department
-and-cheese That

said 30 domestic flights were de-

spice for Heinz's ads

NEW YDRK (AP) — Heinz is
launching ketchup ads 1nspm:d by
the TV show “Mad Men.

The idea of the campaign, which
shows foods like french fries and
hamburgers up close without any
condiments, is to underscore that
they need ketchup to be complete.
Kraft Heinz is noting tongue-in-
cheek that the “Pass the Heinz™
campaign was created by the main
character of “Mad Men,” ad execu-
tive Don Draper.

It is also crediting Draper’s fic-
tional ad agency, Sterling Coo-
per Draper Pryce, as well as its
real-life agency.

The Kraft Heinz Co. says the

campaign will run as print ads in
the New York Post and Variety, and
on putdoor billboards in New York
City.
“Mad Men,” a diama set in the
1960s New York advertising world,
ended its seven-season run in
2015. i

Photo by HEINZ
Heinz ketchup ads inspired by the
TV show “Mad Men" show foods
like french fries and hamburgers up
close without any condiments to un-
derscore that they need ketchup 1o
be complete.

for cross-country flights

mmnmumnm
kitchen on nonstop flights be-
tween New York and both Los
mm&nﬁmw
HnE 1

leaves United as the biggest car-
rier with no plans yet to bring back
free meals on any domestic flights.
Airlines could face fines

for flights stuck on ground

The Ti unDcpmmun
said Tmmm 42 fhghts
January were stuck on the ground
solongﬂlauhe llrlmesouuld filce
fines. That is the highest num-
ber of long ground delays in one
month since February 2010, short-
ly before the rule allowing fines
took effect.

Only 76 percent of flights on
leading airlines arrived on time in
January, down sharply from §1.3
percent a earlier, The govern-
ment deﬂ'{:rmi time as arriving
within 14 minutes of schedule.

That followed a similar patiern
in December, when: delays were
more common than a year earlier.

Hawaiian, Pelta and American
had the best on-time ratings. Vir-
gin America had fhe worst.

layed on the ground at least three
hours and 12 international fights
ﬁm: s;luck htsm least four hcnlnu
ose flights appeared to violate
federal rules requiring airlines to
give |ong-delaved passengers o
chance to get off the plane.
Queen Mary’s hull needs
repairs to avoid hull’s fall

LOS ANGELES — The Quesn
Mary tourist attrmetion. moored in
Long Beach’s harbor, is i such
bad shape that its hull could col-
lapse and flood if repairs costing
as much as S289 million are not
completed in the next few years.

That is one of the conclusions of
4 maring survey, by na-
val architects and vessel experts at
the request of Long Beach city of-
ficials. “The very severe structural
steel corrosion has resulied in 11/2
inch thin tank top being rusted
away to nothing in some places,”
the report said.

— From wire reports
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Late Northeast winter storm
grounds thousands of flights

The A

NEW YOR!-C — A blustery late-
season storm plastered the Northeast
with sleet and snow Tuesday, para-
lyzmg much of the Washington-to-
Boston corridor but falling well short
of the predicted snow totals in New
York, Boston and Philadelphia.

The powerful nor'easter, which
came after a stretch of unusually mild
winter weather that had le think-
ing spring was already here, unload-
ed 1 to 2 feet in many places inland,
grounded more than 6,000 fights and
knocked out power to nearly & quar-
ter-million customers from Virginia
northward.

By the time it reached Massachu-
seits, it had turned into a blizzard
with near husncane-force wind gust-
ing over 70 mph along the coast and
waves crashing over the seawalls,
Boston ended up with 6.6 inches of
snow, less than the predictions of up
to a foot.

Pnato by ASSOCIATED PRESS

Peopla struggle to walk in the blowing snow during & winter storm Tuesday
in Boston. Boston ended up wnh 6.6 Inches of snow Tuesday,

1t was easily the biggest m:rn in
a merciful winter that had mostly
spared the Northeast, and many
weren't happy about it.

While people mostly heeded dire
warnings fo stay home and off the

ek
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roads, police said a 16-year-old girl
was killed when she lost control of
her car on a snowy road and hit a
tree in Gilford, N.H. In East Hartford,
Conn. an elderly man died after being
struck by a snowplow truck.

YRIDE T¢(
PARADISE P

ISLAND PIG RBAST

SUHDMS

$10 per person

Food Served 1:00 - 7:00 PM
Live Music 4:00 - 7:00 PM

Come Walch the Sunset

V.. Weather Outlook

Today

Partly cloudy, isolated showers Scattered showers, breezy

Raln: 20 percent chance Raln: 40 percent chance
Temperature: Highs up to 80 Temperature: Lows down to 77
mEa.starwnd:LEmph Wind: East at 15 to 20 mph

Thursday night
Partly cloudy, Isolated showers Clear, isolated showers
Rain: 40 percent chance Rain: 20 percent chance
Temperature: Highs up to 80 Temperature: Lows down to 78

Wind: East at 15 to 20 mph Wind: East at 15 to 20 mph
Rain: 30 percent chance

Temperature: Highs up to 78

|solated showers, breszy

National Weather Outlook

Bands separate high temperature zones for the day.
i

e “ri i'||||||i pE PR I R B8 e, B
O eadd Dl By (Zeltdd Pl E
High  Lew Showers. Rain Flurries Snow len

NATIONAL SUMMARY: Bands of snow will continue to pivot around the
departing Blizzard of 2017 in northern New England today, Flurries and snow
squalls will extend from the Great Lakes to the Virginia and North Carolina
coasts. As cold air grips the Eastorn states, 3 haat wave will continue in the
Southwest. The latest storm will bring mostly rain to the Northwest:

€207 AccuWeather, Inc.

Sea conditions
Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico waters

Moderate to fresh trade winds will arrive in the region. Seas will improve
as a northerly swell subsides across local waters. A surface low and
associated cold front will develop and |ift northeastward into the west-
&m Atlantic through the next several days.

Aug. Dec. |
— CARICOOS and National Weather Service
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Moon
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White House details Trump's ‘05 taxes over report

MSNBC host
unveils forms
on Tuesday show

By JILL COLVIN
Tha Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The White
House smd Tuesday that President
Donald Trump made more than $150
million in income in 2005 and paid
$38 million in income faxes that vear.

The ocknowledgement came
shortly before MSNBC host Rachel
Maddow reported on two pages of
Trump’s 2005 tax forms on her Tues-
day night show.

The records were obtainied by Pu-
litzer prize=winning journalist David
Cay Johnston, who said he received
the documented msolicited, in, the
mail.

The documents have become high-
ly sought-ifter becanse Trump re-
fused to release his returns during the
campaign, breaking a decades-long
tradition. He claimed he was under

MEMBERSHI

WHEN SECONDS COUNT..

audit by the Internal Revenue Service
and said his attorneys had advised
against it — though experts and RS
officials said such
audits don't bar tax-
payers from releas-
ing their returns.

The White House
pushed back pre-
emptively Tuesduy
night, saying that
publishing  those
returns would be il-
legal,

“You know you
are  desperate  for
ratings when you are willing to vio-
late the law 1o push a story abaut two
pages of tax returns from over o de-
cade ago,” the White House said ina
statement,

The unauthorized release or pub-
lishing of fedeml tax returns is a
criminal offense, punishable by a fine

Racheal
Maddow

Based on the documents obtained by Pultizer
prize-winning journalist David Johnston, Donald
Trump paid $36.5 million in taxes on $153 million in
income in 2005, for an effective tax rate of around 24
percent. That percentage is higher than the roughly
10 percent the average American pays each year, but
below the 274 percent that taxpayers eaming 1
million dollars a year average, according to data from
the Congressional Joint Committee on Taxation,

by Johnston, Trump paid $36.5 mil-
lion in taxes on $153 million in in-
come, for an effective tax rate of
around 24 percent. That percentage
15 hagher than the roughly 10 percent
the average American pays each year
— but below the 27.4 percent that  than intended, raising what they owe

cades ago 1o prevent the wealthy from
usmg deductions and clever account-
Ing to largely avoid paying taxes,
The AMT is a separate gauge of tax
lishility that, sccording to critics, has
ensnared more middle-class people

of up to 55,000 and up 1o five years
in jail. But Maddow argued that MS-
NBC was exercising its First Amend-
ment right o publish information in
the public interest.

Based on the documents obtained

P PLANS

COUNT ON MASA

taxpayers eaming | million dollars & the federal government each year. It
yedr average, according to data from (uires many laxpayers to calcul
the Ci ional Joint Commi their taxes twice — once under the
rules for regular income tax and then
again under AMT — and then pay the
higher amount.

Though opponents of the AMT

s I.H.x returns spotlight the
role of the Alternative Minimim Tax,
which was established nearly five de-
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have focused on the growing number
of upper-middle-class eamers who
pay the tax. Trump's 2005 disclosure
shows it prevented him from avoid-
ing most of the taxes e paid in 2005,
Ifnot for the AMT, Trump’s effective
tax rite would have been just 3.5 per—
cent.

Trump, according to his canpaign
website, has said he wanted to elimi-
nate the tax, which is expected to
bring in more than $350 hillion in
revenues from 2016 1o 2025,

Trump long insisted the American
public wasn't interested in his returns
and said little could be learned from
them. But Trump's full returns would
contain key detnils about things like
his charitable giving. his income
sources, the type of deductions he
claimed, how much he eamed from
his assets and what strategies Trump
used to reduce his tax bill.

The issue was a major point of at-
tack from his election rival Hillary
Clinton, who suggested Trump had
something to hide. The White House
has not said whether or not the presi-
dent plans (o release his returns while
he's in office.

GREENHOUSE

RESTAURANT
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GOP aims to OK health bill
after report on coverage

WASHINGTON Facing
mounting  rank-and-file  defiance,
Republican leaders and the White
House redoubled their efforis Ties-
day to muscle legislation overhaul-
g Amenca’s health care system
through Congress afier a sobering
report about millions being shoved
off insurance covernge,

President Donald Trump, whose
- strong  Election Day showing m
GOP regions makes.him the party’s
ultimate Capitol Hill vote wrangler,
discussed the legislation by phone
with the Houses two {op Repub-
licans. He also dispatched
President Mike Pence and hedlth
secretary Tom Price to hear GOP
Senators’ concerns,

With leaders hoping to move the
measure through the House pext
week so the Senate can debmte it,
House Speaker Paul Ryan and Sen-
ate Majority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell acknowledged they were open to
changes.

Trump’s spokesman affirmed a
willingness to accept revisions to win
support.
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Sen. Elizabeth Warran, D-Mass., speaks with reporters as Democrats criti-
cize the Republican health care plan, &t the Capitol inWashington on Tuesday.

“This has never been a take it or

leave it said Press Sccrrtnry Sean

Spicer.
The GOP bill is the p.u.rr.y‘.s te-

sponse o seven years of promising
1o repeal President Bamck Obama’s
2010 health care overhaul.

It would undo that law’s individial
mandate, which requires most people
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to have coverage, by ending the tax
penalty on those who don't.

On Monday, the C ional
Budget Office said the Republi

White House distances itself
from lawmaker’s comments

WASHINGTON — The White
House on Tuesday distanced itself
ﬁtlrn Republican Ren Steve King’s

grants, as Demo-
crats pressed House
GOP readm 10 pun=
Ish the lows law-
maker by stripping
him of a chairman-
ship.

King smd this
weekend that Amer-
ica can't restore “our civilization with
somebody else’s babies™ and warned
of & liberal effort to destroy Western
civilization through smamigmation.
Questioned about the comments,
White House spokesman Sean Spicer
said President Donald Trump “be-
lieves that this is not a point of view
that he shares”

“He believes he's the president for

Steve King

legislation would reduce the r.mks
of the insured by 24 million in a de-
cade, largely by cutting Medicaid re-
cipients and people buying individual
policies.

all Americans, and so 111 leave it at
tha,” Spicer told reporters at his daily
briefing.

King was a strong supporter of
Trump' in the 2016 campaign and

backed the candidate’s tough stand
on immigration.

In a statement Tuesday, Minority
Leader Nancy Pelomi said Speaker
Paul Ryan and other GOP leaders
should immediately take the chair-
manship of a House Judiciary sub-
committee from King,

Senator proposes cutting
vets benefits over photos

WASHINGTON — Furious over
a nude-photo scandal involving male
Marines who made sexually violent
comments onling about female Ma-
rines, LLS. Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C.,
said Tuesdsy that he wanted o ex-
plore how to punish nonactive duty
and retired personnel who partici-

ted

pated.

One idea: cutting any guilty veter-
ans of benefits.

There should be “dire consequence
for people stupid enough to do these
kinds of things moving forward,” said
Tillis, who sits on the Senate’s Vet-
erans’ Affinirs and Armed Services
committees, He asked for informa-
tion about how Tawmakers could stop
post-service benefits for veteruns
who had participated.

— From wire reports
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Trump order would shrink role
of climate change, source says

By JENNIFER A. DLOUHY
Bloombefg News

WASHTNGTCIN —  President
Donald Trump is set to sign a swesp-
g directive to dramatically shrink
the role climate change plays in deci-
sions across the government, ranging
from appliance standards to pipeline
approvals, according 1o 4 person fo-
miliar with the admimstration’s plan.

The order, which could be signed
this week, goes far beyond a target-
ed assaull on Obama-¢ra measures
blocking coal leasing and throttling
greenhouse gas crmissions from pow-
er plants that has been discussed for
weeks, Some of the changes could
happen immediately; others could
tuke years Lo implement.

It aims to reverse President Bm.ck
Obama’s broad approach for address-
ing climate change. One Obama-era
policy instructed government agen-
cies to factor climate change into
formal environmental reviews, such
as that for the Keystone XL pipeline.
Trump's order also will order a recop-
sideration of the gmcnunmt 's use of
a metric known as the “social cost
of carbon” that reflects the poten-
tial economic damage from climate
change. It was used by the Obama
administration_t0 justify a suite of
regulations,

Tom Pyle, president of the Ameni-
can Energy Alliance, a conservative,
fossil fuel-oriented advocacy group,
welcomed Trumps co hensive
approach, calling it essential to undo-
mg Obama-era climate policies that
“permeated the entire admimistra-
tion.”

“President Obama created such
a lahyrinth of rules and orders and

= photo by ASSOCIATED PAESS
President Donald Trump is sat to sign an order that would reverse former
President Barack Obama's broad approach for addressing climate changs,
according to a person familiar with the administration's plan.

regulations to cement his agend.a
across practically every agency,” Pyle
said in o phone interview. “It was
designed 1o put into the mission of
the agencies climate change first and
ke the rest of their mission second.
This was a constraint deliberntely set
up by the previous administration to
make it dlfﬁcull 1o utilize coal, oil
and naturs) gas™

President likely to praise Andrew Jackson

By JONATHAN MATTISE
The Assaciated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. In his
first days in the White House, Don-
ald Trump hung & portrait of Andrew
Jackspn in the Oval Office and lik-
ened his new administration to that of
the snowy-haired man pictured on the
$20 hill.

Trump is likely to revisit Jackson's

Wednesday when he lays a
wreath at Juckson's tomb at his his-
toric home n Nashville known as
the Hermitage. The president also
plans to speak at a Nashville rlly
to replace former President Barack
Obama’s signature health care law.

A top Juckson biographer says
the comparison of Trump and Jack-
son is “not the cleanest analogy,” but
the seventh president offers the 45th
a convenient example of “an uncon-
ventional presidency trying 1o ac-
complish big things.”

Trump has echoed Jackson’s oul-
sider message 1o rural America by
pledging to be a voice for * “forgotten
men and women” The compurison
aims 1o show that anti-establishment
leaders can become transformative
presidents, said Jon Meacham, who
wrote a 2008 biography of Jackson
titled “American Lion™

Jackson first won fame as & mili-
tary commander in the Battle of

New Orleans in 1815, when he led
an American foree that prevented a
much larger British army from seiz-
ing the city and threatening (he rest
of the Louisiana Purchase. He was
elected in 1828 as the nght 1o vote
was expanded to all white men, not
just property ownlers, and he brought
new voter groups into the fold.
Nicknamed “Old Hickory” the
Democrat was known for his advo-
cacy for ordinary Americans. He was
also a slave owner who lorced Native
Americans off their ancestral home-
lands in the Southeast More than
4,000 died as they fled west, a jour-
ney that became known as the “Trail

of Tears.”
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Black men stereotyped as threats, study shows

By AMINA KHAN
Los AngeiesTimes -

People consistently perceive black
men to be biger and mare muscular
than they actually are— and as more
of 1 threat — than they do white men
of the same size, a new study shows.

The findings, presented in the
Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology, shed light on the deadly
link that such miscanceptions might
“have to police shootings of unarmed
black men.

“Across a range of different stimuli
and dependent variables. perceivers
showed a consistent and strong bias
10 perceive young Black men. as
larger and more capable of harm than
young White men (at least amang
non-Black participants).” the study
authors wrote. “Such percephions
may have dismrbing consequences
for how both civilians and liw en-
forcement personnel perceive and be-
have towartd Black individuals.”

Black men and women are physi-
cally stereoryped in many contexis
— ‘described as “natupal” athletes
instead of “intelligent” ones, for

example, or able to bear inordinate
amounts of pain and suffering in
depictions in entertinment and pop
culture.

“Black people are often dehuman-
ized but also super-humanized; this
meuns that people will attribute su-
perhuman  characteristics 10 biack
peaple.” said lead author John Paul
Wilson, a social psychologist at
Montelair State University in New
Jersey. “So we actually wondered if
this stereatype might be powerful
enoiigh that it would even show up
inl a pretty basic wiy — in concrets
perceptions of others” physical char-
acteristics.”

In-a series of experiments. the re-
searchers tested whether study par-
ticipants viewed white and black
men differently, even when (they
were largely of the same height and
weight. For example, when shown
individual images of 45 white and
45 black faces taken from ascollege
foothall recruiting website, partici-

estimated the black football
players’ heights and weights to be
higher than those of the white players
{even though, incidentally, the white

Crocs
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Fil phote by ZUMA PRESS

Protesters march through downtown San Francisco in December 2014
voicing their anger over recent grand jury decisions involving-the deaths of
Michias! Brown in Ferguson, Mo., and Eric Gamer in New York City. Both men
ware unarmad and both ware killed by police officers.

players were ever-so-slightly taller
and heavier than the black players
pictured), “I' don't think most black
men or kids or parents would really
be too surprised to read about these
results either;” Wilson said. I think
it's a finding that would ring true to
many. But we did think that, regard-
less of that ... it was impartant 1o do
this work nd [ think it’s important to
continue to follow up on it™

Other rounds of the experiment
showed that hlack men were also per-
ceived as stronger and_ more muscu-
lar than équivalent white men, with
more upper body strength (a proxy
for fighting ability).

The scientists next asked partici-
pants to imaging themselves in o fight
with one of the men whose faces were
pictured in the previous study. Over-

all, the participants gauged black
men to be “more capable of harm”
than white men, even though the sci-
entists had equalized both white and
bhlack men for size.

“The results strongly suggest that
this race-hased bias in perceived for-
midability tesults from perceivers’
beliefs about race (i.e., stercotypes),
rather than an accurate inference of
physical size based on facial cues”
the authors wrote. “This serves as ini-

and blsck faces as belonging to a man
who was unarmed but behaving ag-
gressively with a police officer, and
then judge whether it was approprinie
10 use force (o subdue him,

Their answers revealed that, as the
scientists had suspected, participants
judged the use of force as more ap-
propriste against a black man than
against a white ong.

“people judged Black men as
larger and more harmful than White
men, thus rendering them more Suit-
able recipients of physical force.” the
researchers

wrote,

The scientists included black par-
ticipants in some experiments, find-
ing that they also seemed to mte the
black men in the images as
than the white men — which means
they may have also absorbed this cul-
tural stereotype. They did not, how-
ever, expect hlack men to be more ca-
pable of harm, as the white and other
nonblack study participants did.

“Thus, although Black individuals
may have learned the same cultural
stereotypes abour the size of Black
men,” the scientists noted, “they do
not seem 1o apply these mispercep-
tions the same way that non-Black
people do.”

The scientists also found that men
with more stereatypically “Afrocen-

tial evidence that biased judg of
size may influence downstream infer-
ences of physical capabilities™

So if people perceive black men
o be more harmful, do they also
think it’s more justifiable to use force
against them? To probe that question,
a following experiment asked par-
ticipants to imagine each of the white

tric™ fi were also rated higher
on the “formidability” scale by study
participarits. When  police officers
shoot unarmed black men, the justi-
fications given after the fact typically
myolve descriptions of the victim's
size and formidability — and thoss
descriptions often turm out to have
been wildly insocurate

CDC urges men in South Florida not
to donate sperm amid risks for Zika

By DANIEL CHANG

MIAMI — South Florida men
should not donate sperm because
they are at greater risk of spreading
Ziks, federal health officials said
this week — advice that already
had been in place for Miami-Dade,
the only county in Florida with a
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sustained outbreak of the virus last
year.

The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention expanded its guid-
ance on Monday to include Bro-
ward and Palm Beach counties af-
ter completing an analysis with the
Florida health department of locally
acquired cases, including an exami-
nation of resident travel patterns in

South Florida.

The sdvite applies to men who
lived or traveled in those three
counties since June 13

Federal health officials said they
expanded the area for the guid-
ance because Zika infections were
teparted in people in South Flor-
ida who S!I[flht‘)‘ had not been 1o
Miami-Dade.
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Trauma led to
Facebook Live
death, report says

By CAROL MARBIN MILLER

Miami Herald

MIAMI — For much of her wo-

short life, Naika Venant bounced .

between two parents: & birth mother
who reportedly beat her without pity,
left her in bed with boyiriends who
watched “sex movies” and eventu-
ally abandoned her — and the state
of Florida, which returned the girl 10
the mother who had expressed little
iinterest in doing better.

Noika chose Gina Alexis. Again -

and agnin, she sought love from the
mother who reportedly dispensed it
with a fist and a belL "

Her quest ended in a shower stall,
where Naika hanged berself with a
scarf on Jun. 22 at her latest foster
home. She had wanted her epilogue
1p be as public as possible. While
hundreds looked on, Naika streamid
her final act on Facebook Live.

Lme Monday. the Florida Depart-

ment of Children & Families released
4 20-page examination of its efforts
leading up 1o the 14-year-old's death.
The report concludes that; while state

child welfare authorities could have

call us to make
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today!
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Phato by MIAMI HERALD
Gina Alexis is overcome by emotion while talking about her daughter, Naiks
Venant, at the Plantation office of her attorneys, Stacie Schmerling and
Howard Talenfeld. This was days af'r.ar Naika hanged hersell while streaming
on Facebook Live.

done better, Naika's fraught relation-
ship with her mother played & sigmifi-
cant role in the teen’s tragic death.

“Despite everything that had. oe-
curred between Naikn and her moth-
er, Naika longed to be home,” said
the report, written: by members of
a Critical Incident Rapid Response
Team, or CIRRT, deployed.ty. DCF
Secretary  Mike Carmoll 1o study
Naika's death, “Naika often told her
therapist that she missed her mother
greatly and really wanted 1o go back
home.”

Home, the DCF report suggests,
was largely a hellish place.

When Maika had just wmed 4,
DCF was called to her mothers
home. Naika had been left with a

male babysitter, who, in turn, left her
unattended with no food or running
water. Alexis enrolled Nukn in day
care, and moved to “a new residence
with no visible hazards™

A year later, Naika showed up at
the emergency room with an undis-
closed chronic health condition. DCF
was summoned when Alexis “called
Naika a liar and a faker, and threat-
ened to send her back to Haiti so that
her own life could be better,” the re-
port said.

DCF again offered day care, but
Alexis “refused to accept any coun-
seling services for hierself or Naika”
the report said.

In January 2009; Alexis beat Naika
with a belt when the girl had been
sexually ageressive with another
child, according 1o the report. The
incident Teft “more than 30 marks on
her arms, legs and back.” the report
said,

DCF removed Naika from her
mother’s care, and the girl began the
first of three episodes in foster care,
where workers sought to learn where
@ b-year-old had learned about sex.
In therapy, the girl disclosed that she
slept in the same room as her mother’s
boyfriends, and that she had watched
what she called “sex movies™

Though Naika had told authorities
that her mother continued 1o beat her
during unsupervised visits, she was
returned to Alexis 17 months loter,
A month after Naika returned to her
mother, in July 2010, DCF received o
repart that Naika also had been sexu-
ally abused while in foster care, The
other child vehemently denied it, in-
sisting that Naika was the aggressive
one, and that he repeatedly “would
tell her to get out of his room.™

" the closed shop.

Briefs
Blind woman says she
and dog kicked off flight

FRANKLIN, Mamne — A
hlind woman from Maine says
she and her service dog were
kicked off an American Airlines
flight after she requested a dif-
ferent seat.

Sue Martin, of Franklin, says
she, her hushand and her guide
dog boarded a plane bound for
Dallas at Reagan National Air-
port near Washington on Murch
1. She says she asked a flight
attendant if she could he moved
to a seat in another row that had
room for the German sh

Martin_says the flight at-
tendant refused. A man in first
class later offered his seat,
which Martin accepted,

An  American  Airlines
spokeswoman. says the airline is

ing the al

Naked man trap-pad
in shop, authorities say

NAPA, Califl Rescue
wurkers had 10 remove part of a
wall to pull a naked man out of
a sandwich shop where he spent
the night trapped inside a nar-
row passage.

San Francisco television sia-
tion KRON-TV reported that
# construction crew arriving ut
& Napa job site Tuesday heard
faint calls for help coming from

Authorities say it appears the
man fell into the shaft from the
roof of the building.

— The Associated Press
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Loud sounds worse than thought, scientists find

By MALCOLM RITTER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Mart Garlock has
trouble making out what his friends
say in loud bars, but when he got a
hearing test, the resull was normal,
Recent research may have found nn
explanation for problems. like his,
something called “hidden hearmg
loss.”

Sclentists have been finding evi-
dence that loud noise — from rock
concents, leaf blowers. power. tools
and the like — damages our hearmg
in a4 previously unsuspected way. It
may not he immediately noticeable,
and it does not show up in standard
hearing tesis.

But over time, Harvard researcher
M. Charles Liberman says, it cantob
our ability to understand conversa-
tion in & noisy setting. It may also
help explain why people have more
trouble doing that as they age, And it
fnay lead w0 persistent ringing in the

I'hc bottom line: *Noise is more
dangerous than we thought.”

His work has been done almost ex-
clusively m animals, Nobody knows

Phetn by ASSOCIATED PRESS

Matt Garlock, of Mansfieid, Mass., is a veteran of rock concerts. Garlock said
he got ringing in his ears afier fe went to Las Vegas for a friend's birthday,
and visied & couple of dance clubs in 2015

how much it explans hearng loss
in people or how widespread it may
be in the population. But he and oth-
ers are already working on potential
treatments.

To understand Libermans  re-
search, it helps to know just how we

hear. When sound enters our ears,
it’s picked up by so-called hair cells.
They convert sound waves 10 signals
that are carried by nerves to the brain,
People can lose hair cells for a num-
ber of reasons — from loud noise or
some drugs, or simple aging — and

degrades as those sensors.

otr hearing

are lost. That loss is what is picked
up by a standard test called an audio-
gram that measures how soft 4 noise
we can hear in a quiet environment.

Liberman’s work sugseste that
there’s another kind of damoge that
doesn’y kill off hair cells, but which
leads to experiences like Garlock's.

A 29.year-old sy

derstanding conversations in back-
ground noise. After the Vegas trip,
Garlock sensed he had that problem
himself

“l notice mysell leanmng in and
asking people to repeat themselves,
but | don’t notice anybody else doing
that,” he said.

Garlock emailed one of Liber-
man's coll and volunteered for

who Hyes near Boston, Gatlock is a
veteran of rock concerts.

“¥ou come home and you get tha
nnging m your ears that lasts for a
few days and then it goes away” he
said: But afier he went o Las Vegas
for a friend’s birthday, and visited a
couple of dance clubs, it didn't go
away. So he had the audiogmm done,
in 2015, and his score was normal.

Last full, he came ncross a news
story about a study co-authored hy
Liberman. It was a follow-up to
Libermans' earfier work that suggests
loud noise damages the delicate con-
nections between hair cells and the
nerves that carry the hearing signal
to the brain.

The news story said this can cause
not only persistent ringing in the ears,
but also a lingering difficulty in un-

any follow-up studies,

It’s hard to be sure that Garlocks
situntion can be explained by the re-
search. But the seeming contradic-
tion of hearing problems n people
with perfect hearing tests has puzzled
experts for years, says Robert Fifer of
the University of Miami's' Mailman
Center for Child Development.

He’s seen it in Air Force personnel
who worked around airplanes and in
a few music-blasting adolescents.

“We didn't hove a really good ex-
planation for it,” said Fifer, who's an
official of the American Speech-Lan-
guage-Hearing Association.

But the work by Liberman and oth-
ers helps solve the mystery, he said.

The connections between hair cells
are called synapses, and a given hair
cell has many of them.
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Lawsuits for federal files cost millions

Tally hit $36M
during Obama's
final year in office

ByTED BRIDIS
The A it ‘_

Press

WASHINGTON — The Obama
admimistration in its final year n
office spent a record $36.2 million
on legal costs defending its refusal
“to turn over fiederal records under
the Freedom of Information Act,
according to an Associnted Press
analysis of mew US. data that also
showed poor performance in other
. measunng  transparency
10 government.

For a second consecutive year, the
Obama admimstration set a record for
times federal employees told citizens,
journalists and others that despite
searching they couldn't find & single
page of files that were requested.

And it set records for oumght
denial of access 1o files, refusing to
quickly consider requests described

as especially newsworthy, gmd fore-
ing people to pay for records who
had asked the government to waive
search and copy fees.

The government acknowledged
when challenged that it had been

File photo ty ASSDUIATED PRESS
Barack Obama’s administration racked up millions of dollars in legal costs
in defending its refusal to tum over federal records under the Freedom of
Information Act.

wrong to initially refuse to um over
all or parts of records in more than
one-third of such cases, the highest
rate in at least six years.

In courtrooms, the number of law-
suits filed by news organizations un-
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der the Freedom of Information Act
surged during the past four vears,
led by the New York Times, Center
for Public Integrity and The Associ-
ated Press, according to a litigation
study by the Transactional Records
Access Clearinghouse at Syracuse
University, The AP on Monday set-
tled its 2015 lawsuit against the Suue
Department for files about Hillary
Clinton’s time as secretary of state, at
APS request. and received $150,546
from the department to cover part of
its legnl fees.

The AP has pending lawsuits
against the FBI for records about its
decision to impersonate an AP jour-
nalist during a criminal investigation
and about who helped the FBI hack
into & mass shooting suspect’s iPhone
and how much the government paid
to do it.

Of the $36.2 million in legal costs
fighting such lawsuits last year, the
Justice Department accounted for
$12 million, the Homeland Security

t for $6.3 million and the
Pentagon for $4.8 million.

The three departments accounted
for more than half the government's
total records requests last year.

The figures reflect the final strug-
gles of the Obama administration
during the 2016 election 10 meet
President Bamck Obama’s pledge
that it was “the most t ad-
ministration in history.” despite wide
recognition of serious problems cop-
ing with requests under the nforma-
tion law.

It received a record 788,769 re-
quests for files last year and spent a
record $478 million answering them
and employed 4,263 full-time FOIA
employees across more than 100 fed-
eral departments and agencies. That
was higher by 142 such employees
the previous year,

A spokesman for former President
Obama did not immedintely respond
tir an etnail request for comment late

Maonday,
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Briefs
Texas lawmaker unveils
masturbation bill

AUSTIN, Texas — A Texas
lawmaker is making a point
about legislation that restricts
women's access to health care
and abortions by proposing
o fine men S100 when they
masturbate,

Alongside the penalty for
wasting semen not resulting in
a pregnancy, Democratic Rep.
Jessica Farrars bill would re-
quire @ “medically unnecessary
digital rectal exam’! before any
man undergoes a vassctomy or
can be prescribed Vingra

The 11th term Democrat said
that her hill mimics how a wom-
an seeking an abortion is forced
by Texas law to undergo a trans-
vaginal ultrasound, which *has
nothing 1o do with her health
care.” While the proposal was
meant I mock Republicans,
she said it also highlights the
obstacles women face “that
were placed there by legisla-
tures making it very difficult for
them to access health care.”
Texas executes man
convicted in ‘87 killings

HUNTSVILLE, Texas —
Texas exccuted on Tuesday a
man convicted of the 1987 kill-
ings of a father and his infant
son and who three vears later at
his Di:imml murder frial grabbed

ed gun from a drawer in
Ihe courtroom and tried to at-
tack the judge.

James Bigby, 61, becatne the
fourth inmate in Texas and the
sixth nationally to be execuied
by injection this year. Strapped
to the death chamber gumey, .
Bigby looked directly at six
relatives of his victims and said
he was sorry.

— The Associated Press
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Trump’s po'liéies drive Mexican tourists to Canada

ROB GILLIES
The Associated Press

TORONTO — President Donald
Trump loomed large in the mind of
Mexico City plastic surgean Rodrigo
Munoz as he was deciding where to
go for a winter ski vacation.

Munoz has skied in Nevada and
New Mexico, but what he and many
others perceive .as Trumps hostile

- posture toward’ Mexico made him
seck out a more hospitable chimate 1o
spend his time and money. He went to
the Canadian Rockies instead.

“1 dom’t want to go o n country
that does not accept the people from
iy country,” Munoz smd after his re-
cent return from a weeklong trip,

Many of his fellow Mexicans share
this view, Cannda has seen n surge of
visitors from Mexico since Decem-
ber, when it Tifled & visa requiremnent
that had been imposed in 2009. The
change was planned before the LS,
election, but it is widely viewed as
i’ reflection of warmer relations be-
tween Canada and Mexico. Trump,
meanwhile. is pushing' for a wall
along the LS, border with Mexico,

Filie photo by THE CANADIAN FRESS

Maxican tounst Borris Frias takes a picture in 2008 of his travel partners Noe
Mantano, left, and Erick Ruiz as they visit Parfiamant Hill in Ottawa, Canada.
Canada has seen a surge of visitors from Mexico since December 2016,
when it lifted & visa requirerflent that had been imposed in 2003,

has stepped up immignition enforce-
ment and wants to re-negotinte the
North America Free Trade Agree-
ment, the 1994 treaty that created o
closer trading relationship among the

three countries of North America.

Trump's rhetoric has turned off
Mexicans, ot least among the more
affluent who travel overseas for plea- .
sure, business and education.
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“Right now, my mind really is not
as geared toward traveling 1o the Unit-
ed States.” said Gabriel Leal, a public
relations professional in Mexico City.
“Many friends lately have been mak-
ing the decision to cancel trips to the
United States and go to Whistler”
the Canadian ski resort that he said
“more and more is becoming & popu-
lar destination™ for Mexicans,

The number of visitors to Canada
from Mexico increased nearly 70
percent in December, to 30,268 from
18,095 in the same month & year
earlier, when the visa requirement
was still in place, according to gov-
ernment figures. Visits by Mexicans
to Whistler are up 25 percent and
are expected to be higher during the
spring high season, said Shawn Lang
of Tourism Whistler.

No doubt there are multiple reasons
for the increase, including a weaker
Canadian dollar and the fact that
Aeromexico has added flights (o ke
advantage of the removal of the visa
requirement, which has been replaced
with an online electronic travel autho-
rization that costs less than $10,

The Mexican government had been
promoting the idea of closer relations

with Canada before the LS. election
when Trump was gaining strength as
a candidate.

Mexicos ambassador to Cannda,
Agustin Garcin-Lopez Loacza, said
relations with Canoda are better than
ever. He told The Associated Press
thnt Mexicans felt “betraved™ when
the Conservative Party government
of Prime Mimister Stephen Harper
imposed the visa requirement in 2009
because of a sharp rise in Mexicans
seeking asylum in Canada,

More than 9,400 Mexicans sought
refugee status in 2008, one-fourth of
all asylum claims filed in Canada that
year. Only 11 percent were approved
and the rest were given orders of de-
portation. Once the visa requirement
was in place. the number of people
from Mexico secking asylum plum-
meted, but so did the number of visi-
tors. Munoz said the visa application
was a burden and it took too long to
get the mavel document so he was
amang those that stayed away. This
was the surgeon’s first trip to Canada,
and although he injured his knee on
the last run of the day, he found Ca-
nadians friendlier than the people he
has encountered in the US.

17TH MARCH 2017

PARTY STARTS AT 1PM (we open at 7am)

THE
BI
DA

ST. PATRICKS

DAY

t_.l-._)

MOLLY
MALONES

DAY
PARTY

Lot the shenanigans bagin!



22 TheVirgin lslands Daily News WORLD

Wednesday, March 15, 2017

. Briefs
Coca producﬂon surges . Coca production in Colombia has  leased Toesday. Andean nation esttmpting |
in Colombia, U.S reports surged 1 levels unseen m two de- Cultivation of the plant used to  acres of Colombian land now con-

cades of LS. eradication efforts, ac- make cocaine rose 18 percent last  tained coca

. Cropk.
PUERTO BELLO, Colombian —  cording to 4 White House repont re-  year from 2015, with officials in the The skyrocketing coca production
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comes as Colombia begins imple-
menting & peace accord that calls on
the couniry’s biggest rebel movement
to renounce drug trafficking and
work with the government to replace
coca plants with alternative crops.
Bul LS. officials contend the
agreement has also. provided a per-
verse incentive for farmers o grow
coca, knowing they would later be
awarded subsidies if they agreed 1o
renounce coca and grow products
like potatoes and fruit instead. Co-
caine production began increasing
in 2013 and has steadily risen every
year since,
Plans for second referendum
prompt debate in Scotland
EDINBURGH, Scotland — Many
voters in the histonc city of Edin-
burgh seemed indiffereni — and
even hostile — Tuesday to plans for a
second referendum on Scottish inde-
from the United Kingdom.
The Scottish national flag flutters
high above I::c g's wrh cemm*y

clamoring for & break with the UK.
despite First Minister Nicola Stur-
geon's call a day earlier for a fresh
vote on Scotland’s future,

Sturgeon wants 1o hold the vote
in late 2018 or early 2019, just as
Britain plans to conclude delicate
negotiations on leaving the European
Union. “Sturgeon 15 holding Brtain
to ransom by demanding a referen-
dum at this stage when we are trying
1o negotiate Brexit,” Robin MacLean,
a 66-year-old museum curator, said.
He said her Scottish National Party
had reneged on its pledge that the
2014 referendum would be a “once in

a generation” event.
Edhlbmﬁl was firmly against sep-

‘aration, with 61 percent of the city's

volers opting to remain in the LK.
during the first Scottish indepen-
dence referendum,

Israelis detain cartographer
who tracks settlements

JERUSALEM — Israeli police on
Tuesday burst into the offices of a
Palestinian cartoprapher who tracks
Jewish settlement expansion in the
West Bank and east Jerusalem and
detaned him for several hours, ac-
cusing him of illegally working for
the Palestinian Authority.

It was believed to be the first ar-
rest of its kind since lsrael banned the
Palestinian Authority from carrying
ont official business in east Jerusalem
in 2001. It also illustrated the deep
sensitivities over east Jerusalem, an
area with deep religious and strategic
significance claimed by both lsrael
and the Palestinians. Khalil Tufagji,
a former Palestinion negotiator, said
police entered his office Tuesday and
canfiscated computers before taking
him away. He was released after sev-
eral hours. Tufagji denied working
for the Palestinian Authority,

— The Associated Press
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Scientists scramble to save world’s coral reefs

By ELENA BECATOROS
The Associated Press _ o]
SOUTHARIATOLL, Maldives —
There were startling colors here just
a year ago, 8 dazzling armey of life
beneath the waves. Now this Maldiy-
i reef is dead, killed by the stress of
rising ocean temperatures. What's left
is a haunting expanse of gray, a scene
repeated in reefs across the globe in
what has fast become a full-blown
ecological catastrophe, -
. The world has lost roughly half its
coral reefs in the last 30 years. Sci-
entists are now scrambling 1o ensure
that at least a fraction of these unigue
ecosysiems survives beyond the next
three decades. The health of the plan-
et depends on it: Coral reefs support
a quarter of all marine species, as
well as half a billion people around
the world.

“

To lose coral reefs is to fundamentally undermine the
health of a very large proportion of the human race.

— Ruth Gates, director of the Hawall Instituta of Marine Biology

“This isn’t something that’s poing
to happen 100 years from now. We're
losing them right now.” said marime
biologist Julia Baum of Canada’s
University of Victoria. “We're los-
ing them really quickly, much more
quickly than [ think any. of us ever
could have imngined ™

Even if the world could halt global
warniing now, scientists still expect
that more than 90 pércent of corals
will die by 2050, Without drastic in-
tervention, we risk losing them all.

“To lose coral reefs is to funda-
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Frenchtown Plaza - across from the Frenchtown Post Office
www.flowers.vi

any Occasion!

Let us customize a
sophisticated basket for

Wholesale and Retail
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mentally undermine the health of a
very large proportion of the human
race,” smd Ruth Gates, director of the
Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology.

Coral reefs produce some of the
oxygen we breathe. Often described
as underwater minforests. they popui-
Iate a tiny fraction of the ocean but
pmwde hahitats for one in four ma-
rine species. Reefs also form crucial
barriets that protect coastlines from
the fulll force of storms.

They provide billions of dollars
in revenue from tourism, fishing and
ather commerce, and are used in
medical research for cures to diseases
including cancer, arthritis and bacte-
rial or virml infections.

“Whether you're living in Nanh
America or Europe or Australi

Phiata by THE DEEAN AGENCY/XL CATLIN SEAVEEW SURVEY

Fahrenheit) can force coral 1o expel
the algae, leaving their white skiel-
etons vlmhl: n & process known as
“hl

Bleack

| eoral can recover if the

should be concerned” said hmlogm
Ove Hoegh-Guldberg, director of the
Global Change Institute at Australia’s
University of Queensland. “This 15
not just some distant. dive destina-
tion, & holiday destination. This is the
fabric of the ecosystem thut supports
us"

And that fabric is being torm apari.

“You couldn’t be more dumb ... to
erode the very thing that life depends
on — the ecosystemn — and hope that
vou'll get away with it Hoegh-Guld-
berg said.

Corals are imverichrates, living
mostly in tropical whaters. They se-
crete calcium  carbonate to  build
protective skelétons that grow and
take on impressive colors, thanks o
a symbiotic relationship with algae
that live in their rissues and provide
them with enérgy.

But cornls are sensitive to tempera-
tre fluctuntions, and are suffering
from nsing ocean temperatures and
acidification, as well as from over-
fishing, pollution, coastal develup-
ment runo!

A I.cmpautmchauszofjust 1o
2 degrees Celsius (1.8 10 3.6 degrees

water cools, but if high tempemtures
persist for months, the coral will die.
Eventually the reef will degrnd:

Coral bleaching caused by the stress of rising ocean temperatures fas tainted
reefs in the Maldives, according to scientists.

have impacted the entire Maldives,
but the severity of hleachitte varies™
between reefs, according to local
conditions, said Nizam [brhim, the
center’s senior research officer.

Worst hit have been areas in the
central Pacific, where the Univer-
sny of Victorias Blurn has been

leaving fish
coastlines less p'mlectﬁd from !turm

surges,

The First j;lobn.l bleaching event
occurred in 1998, when 16 percent
of corals died. The problem spimled
dramatically in 2015 2016 amid an
extended El Nifio natural weather
phenomenon that warmed Pacific wa-
ters near the equator and triggered the
most widespread bleaching ever doc-
umented. This third global bleaching
event, us it is known, continues today
even after EI Nifio ended.

Headlines huve focused on damge
10 Australin’s famed Great Barrier
Reef, but other reefs have fared just
as badly or worse across the world,
from Japan to Hawaii to Florida.

Around the islands of the Mal-
dives, an Idyllic Indian Ocean tour-

ism destination, some 73 percent of

m:yud reefs sul'l'emi bleaching be-
tween March and May 2016, accord-
ing to the country’s Muarine Research
Center.

“This bleaching episode seems to

h on Kiritimati, or
Christmas Island, in the chu‘ullc of
Kiribati. Warmer water temperatures
lasted there for 10 months in 2015-
2016, killing a stggering 90 percent
ofthe reef,

_ Baum had never seen anything like

i

“As scientists, we were all on brand
new territory]” Baum said, “as were
the comls in terms of the thermal
stress they were subijected 10.”

TTo make matters worse, scientists
are. anather wave of el-
evated ocean lempemturcs starting
next month.

“The models indicate that we
will se¢ the return of hleaching in
the South Pacific soon, along with a
possibility of bleaching in both the
enstern and western pans of the In-
dian Ocean,” said Mark: Eakin, coral
reel specialist and coordinator of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Coral Reef Watch,
which uses satellites o monitor en-
vironmental conditions around reefs.

PRIMARY CARE. PLLC @

INTRODUCING A NEW

PSYCHIATRIC PRACTICE

ON ST. CROIX

Antony Fernandez, M.D.
Dr. A, Femandez will be seeing patients on St. Croix on a@n appointment basis only.
Speclalties include: Addiction Medicine (opiods & other ilficit drugs)
General Adult Psychiatry - Forensic Psychiatric }

Princess Health Center | (340) 7
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Dutch voters could give rise
to populism’s clout in Europe

Tensions high as
polls open today
in Netherlands

By MIKE CORDER
and RAF CASERT
The Assoclated Press

THE HAGUE, Netherlands —
Amid unprecedented  international
attention, the Duich go to the polls
today in a parliamentary eléction that
is seen as a bellwether for the future
of populism in a year of crucial voles
n Europe.

With the anti-Islam, far-right law-
maker Geert Wilders running just
behind two-term right-wing Prime
Minister Mark Rutte *in polls, the
Dutch vote could give an indication
of whether the tide of populism that
swepl Britain toward the European
Union exit door and Dopald Trump
into the White house has peaked.

WEDNESDAY
LOCALS NITE

AMAZING SUNSETS
GREAT FOODS

SKYRIDE TO
PARADISE PO

Pholo by ASSDCIATED PRESS
Right-wing populist leader Geert
Wilders and Dutch Prime Minister

Mark Rutts, right, are running head.

to head in polls in the Netherlands.
.

The election in the Netherlands
comes ahead of polls in France and
Germany over the next holf year,
when night-wing nationalists will
also be key players.

Services Include:
* Mulching

= Trees, Trash, &
Debris Removal

* Building Materials
* Crane Rental

= Septic Tank Sales
= Bin Rentals

= Water Delivery
« Land Clearing

= Concrete Parking
Bumpers

= Free Estimates

Bates Trucking &
Trash Removal

61-61A Castle Coakley
St. Croix
778-1649 » 277-1054

“For the Best

During @ final election debate
among leaders from the parties vying
for seats and control of the govern-
ment, Wilders piled on the anti-lslam
mvective while Ruotte sought to un-
derscore his leadership experience,

None of the party representatives
made a critical faux-pas or scored
paints that should alter campaign dy-
namics established over months

The final days of campaigning
have been overshadowed by a diplo-
matic crisis between the Dutch and
Turkish governments over the refusal
of the Netherlands at the weekend
o et two Turkish ministers address
rallies about a constitutional reform
referendum pext month that could
give President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
miore powers. It showed Rutie as re-
fusing to bow to pressure from out-
side, a stance which has widespread
backing in the nation. Rutte has driv-
en through austerity measures, but
as the election approaches the Dutch
economic recovery has gathered pace
and umemployment has fallen fast.

250 skulls found
at mass burial site
In Mexico's Veracruz

By MARK STEVENSON
The Associated Press

MEXICO CITY — The top
prosecutor in Mexico’s Gulf Const
stale of Veracruz confirmed Tues-
day that more than 250 skulls have
been found over the last several
months in what appears to be a
drug cartel mass burial ground
on the ouwtskirts of the city of
Veracruze

State Prosecutor Jorge Winckler
said the clandestine burial pits ap-
pear to contain the victims of drug
cartels killed years ago.

But the news came as no surprise
to Lucia Diaz, one of the mothers
of the disappeared whose group is
known as Colectivo Solecito.

The mothers pushed authorities
to investigate the fields where the
skulls were found, because they

suspected more than a year ago
that the wooded area known as
Calinas de Santa Fe was a clandes-
tine buriul ground.

In the face of authorities' inac-
tion, the activists themselves wem
out in to the fields starting in Au-
gust 2016, sinking rods into the
ground to detect the telitale odor
of decomposition, and then dig-

ging.

When they find what they be-
lieve are burial pits, they alert au-
thorities, who carry out the final
excavations,

“We dig holes, but we try not to
touch the remains,” Diaz said, be-
cause DNA may be the only hope
of identifying the dead and touch-
ing the bones might contaminate
them. So far, Dinz said, searchers
have found about 125 pits that
contain about 253 bodies.
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- Republicans never really
. faced realities of health care

The Congressiondl Budpet Office
analysis of the Republican healih-care
bill did not disappoint. Republicans

Francis Wilkinson

feared it would

Afforduble Care Act in 2010,
Republican  Sen.  Tom Coburn
announced that, as aresult of the ACAS

b A 2 ughly
yedr, of the

In 2011, Paul Ryan, then
the House Budget
Committee chairman,
predicted that the «
Affordable Care Act would
“collapse under its own
weight.” Six years later,
the ACA is providing
health insurance, via
Medicaid and private
to roughly 20 million
Americans.

. (kidney),

Ban Styrofoam food and drink containers
to protect us and our children from cancer

Fishermen and Friends of the
Sea calls for a ban on'the use of
Polystyrene containers, Il is our
principal litter and will eventually
end up in our roads, waterwiys
and Jandfills and will linger in the
environment for centuries (o come.

Legislation is necessary to
prevent further pollution.

Polystyrene, generally referred
1o as “Styrofoam,” is manufactured
from fossil fuels and is known 1o

(blood), circulatory (heart), renal

and  immunological
TS,

It also' is 'corrrposed of synthetic

‘which may leach if in contact with
hot, greasy or acdic foods —
including coffes.

While smoking increases cancer
risk, and it is illegal to sell cigarettes
to underage youths, Styrofoam.
which is a known hazardous
substance and has many ties to
caneer, is being used in feading our
children.

Turtles and fish accidently ingest

Styrofoam as it is easily mistaken:

for food. Not only can they not

Gary Aboud

While smoking
increases cancer risk,
and it is illegal to sell
cigarettes to underage
youths, Styrofoam,
which is a known
hazardous substance
and has many ties to
cancer, is being used
in feeding our children.

digest it, but the foam could be
full of poisons ahsorbed from
contaminants floating in the water.
According to Douglas McCauley,
a marine biology professor at
the University of California, the
absarbent properties of polystyrene
foams dllow it to act “like litle
pollutant sponges picking up and
concentrating some of the nastiest
contaminants in the ocean. [It%

worrisome as some of these plastic-
feeding fish may be ending up back
on our dinner tables™

You as an individual can make

« Use reusable coffee and drink
= Avoid packaging that can't be
- c' i

i _mw e material

of the environment impact of
Styrofoam disposal has led to the
upport for medsures and bans in

ribbean nations including St
Vincent and the Grenadines, Guyana
and Hait and various LS. cities and
states have banned ;volmm
What are we waiting on’

We lend our full support and
encouragements to the petition
drive started by Anika Mohammed
in Trinidad and Tobago and
encourage our leaders to lead
us with a clear and responsible
awareness of the deadly dangers of

continued Styrofoam use.

- Aboud,  corporate
secretary of Fishermen and Friends
of the Sea

See Your Views In Print

Send Letters, . Halos and Pitchforks, Cartoon
or other original about local issues of general
letters@dailynews.vi

The Daily News® opinions are expressed only in its editorials.
The opinions expressed in columns, letters, cartoons and
guest editarials are those of the particular author or artist
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Here's how to ‘rightsize’ the V.. government,
‘to halt hlgher spending and improve serwces

How overstretched is government spending?
Are there sufficient revenues to pay the cost of
the services the community requires? We are
told debt payments are secure but what about
day-to-day bills for textbooks, hospital medi-
cme and snpphes, meals for the elderly and the

subsidy p for foster chil-
d:e'n and homeless services and effective gar-
bage removal and disposal?

In 2015 our local government spent approxi-
mately $15.000 per person. Total territorial gov-
emment spending was $1.5 billion for 105,000
people. That spending was the equivalent of 42
percent of our Gross Territorial Produet (the
value of all finished goods and services pro-
duced locally). By comparison, the national
average among the 50 states 1s estimated at 19
percent for J]l'? In '[hE :mnller states, Rhode
Island’s s 21
Hawaii 22 pl:rl:cnl md anmmg 24 pc!cenl.

These previous figures suggest that VL reve-
nue sufficiency isnot the problem. Spending is.

New revenue in the absence of a conceried
effort 1o reduce spending will not change the
existing paradigm

New revenue will provide more doflars for
spending. [t will nor bring about smarter spend-
g The way forward requires a concered fo-
cus on rightsizing government operations.
What is rightsizing?

William FEggers of The Allegheny Instinne for
Public Policy describes nightsizing as answering
this question: “IF we started afresh, how is cach
sovernment service delivered most cost effec-
tively?

R.lghtsmngm'g:s government leadership, with
cnmrmlrlrr) input and in the context of & strtegic
vision, to streamline government operations and
eliminate redundancy, waste and inefficiency.

Tt consolidates activities and povernment units,

It deploys technology and innovation to reduce
Opernting cost.

Rightsizing focuses first on delivering
core services effectively and allocates fund-
ing on the basis of what is done — not on
how much it cost in the past to deliver ser-
VICEs,

Where ad , it introd com-
petition and privatization to deliver appro-
priate services.

Rightsizing removes unnecessary layers
of administrative support that separate man-
agement from those providing services.

It restructures how the government work-
force is deployed, mlmduv:cs flexibility in
Jah I and ploy

e for i : and excell

St. Thomas, St. John, Water Island and
St. Croix are umique communities. Rightsiz-
ing moves away from duplicating facilities
and services simply because that is what has
been done in the past.

Examples of how things might be done
differently to reduce operating cost include:

* Expanding use of videoconferencing (o re-
duce travel between islands or between offices,
aswell as to expand trining opportunities.

» Consohdating support services.

per--

Government House in Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas.

+ Using a car-sharing cof 10 reduce ve-
m&:ﬁm o
* Outsourcing printing and replication ser-
vices,
* Expanded use of digital communication, im-
asmganrl cloud stomge to reduce filing. storage
and messenger service cost.
+ Applying a longtime fix for roadside brush
control to eliminate repetitive bush cutting.
* Expanding the use of contracunl services to

+ Negatigting work-rule changes 1o allow
gruwﬁuibﬂnylnjnbqumnnswdnm
of manpower resources.

Opcmungomm&ofﬂmbmaﬂnwsgm
ment to ymplement practices that enhance ser-
vice delivery, empower its workforce, expand

government

duced financial resources what we now must do
is to align our providing of government services
with what is affordable.

Many within government know what needs
to be done. That knowledge is invaluable. Those
outside of government bring a fresh perspective
and different skills to helping in the rightsizing
effort. They can share transferable practices that
contribute to productive solutions.

Justin
Moorhead

ing can expand the opportunities for business
Without a willingness w make difficult
chaices, nothing will change.
All government services will be equally de-

* Health services will lose access 1o funding.
even with the sponsorship of social and culturnl
events.

can get this

Working together, the community
duuemmmnatlmﬂpmyulim;lshwmdn

R]g]nsmng will produce workforce dislo-
cation. As such, it requires & communitywide
conversation around what is needed, what is af-
fordable and what 15 not Dislocation. when it
ocours, can be mitigated. Rightsizing requires
thoughtfisl and phased i ion and a
;:E:nmitywid: commitment 1o working to-

T

The terntorinl government’s workforce em-

ploys 26 percent of all nonagricultural workers.

Restructuring governmeni — which employs
one-fourth of the ttrmaryk uu‘kfum: e-
quires - 1o make

this successful. The commercinl sector also has
a role to play by paying its fuirshm: of the cost

of government services nnd ing employ-
ment opportunities, where possible, 1o absorh
displaced government workers.

New government contracting and purchas-

SHARE YOUR VIEWS: Send Iatters 1o the Editar and Opinion column proposals to letters@dailynews.vi

* Education and training will contmue to miss
the mark in preparing members of the commu-
nity 1o be competitive.

* Infrastructure and ecopomic investment
mllmmnhc)md

« Government workers will continue to be

compensated below the amount appropriate for
the service they provide

'Rmmilmnuemﬁwmumm
financial future,

There is no alternative fix.
Wed:dnctge(lmmer:wemovemlgmm
ires community pati and

shnn:d sucnﬁoe The long-term benefit is far
more desirable than what is now foreseeable.

Accomplishing this rnqmm centering deci-
sion-making on what is best for the community
as a whole.

Collectively we can accomplish this task if
afforded the

— Justin Moarhead l‘s managing director,
Virgin Islands Capital Resources Inc. Contact
him at www.vicapitalresources.com
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“Varsity Boys

lﬂnhfevm‘uluﬁﬁs

":Red-?nw:gm‘ﬁmm 'IW

High school football
showcase Thursday

ST. THOMAS — High school foot-
ball players from across the LLS. Vir-
gin Lalands will get u chance to show
their skills at the ninth-annual Virgin
Islands High Sd'ml Foothall Shuw—

Greg Mececk, head coach at Central

The showecase will mn through
Saturday, with all events being held Lakes College in Brainerd, Minn,
nlmeﬁwldmAmalieH@:S&mi ‘Central Lakes, u member of the Na-

WIND POWER

Quiet Economical Dependable

Charlotte Amalie High and Ivanma
Eudnral(eanﬂ_‘ X
the showcase will be

Producing power in the islands.

Contact Steve for information and a
tour of a local site.

Phone:
888-494-2666

Email:
saless@QEDWINDPOWER.COM

Local Sports Bnefs

tional Junior College Athletic An—

Beach volleyball toumney
Saturday at Moming Star

ST. THOMAS — Entries are still
being accepted for the Moming Star
Beach, Winter Open, a two-player
beach volleyball tournament that will
I;;lnyed Saturday at the Mnmmg

Anwumnm‘oﬂﬂmmllplt'-
dc:paw in the double-elimination

with
mm&vmsswomm )
On-site registration will begin at
10:30 a.m. Saturday, and the entry
rmhmpu'm
For more information, call 340-

Battle of the Mascots
at Kean gym Saturday

ST. THOMAS — The Battle of
the Mascots basketbiall game will be

~ Bluzers 10-12 a1 D.C.

Sy TR

Thegmmwﬂlbebﬂw:mm

alumni from Charlotie

Amalie High and Eudora Kean High.

Admission to the game is §5 per

person. For more information or to

sign up for one of the teams, call
340-677-3344.

STT Sport and Social Club

 beach volleyball sign-ups

ST. THOMAS — The St. Thomas
Spartand Social Club is holding regis-
tration for teams and individunlk inter-
ested in participating in the club’s coed
intermediate beach volleyball league.

Each team can have up to 10 play-
ers, with four players on the court at
one time, which includes one female
player.

The league will play games on
Monday nights at Iggies Beach Bar
unSl.'I‘hmnubeymlms March 20,

mglrhnﬁmdudliuhm
and individuals is Friday. The team
entry fee for the league 15 $300.

For more information or to reg-
ister, call 340-201-4171 or email

Jstthomassportan:
mwhm!mkm

Rugby Paradise Smash
set for March 25 at UVI
ST.THOMAS — The Rugby Para-
dise Smash, a colleginte sevens rughy
toumament, will be held March 25 on

canga Ballpark, St. Croix, 2:30 pan.; Spartans

the University of the Virgin Islands’
St Thomas campus.

The tournament will draw college
and under-23 teams from the United
States and British Virgin Islands.

The tournament is being conduct-
ed by the LS, Virgin Islands Rughy
Football Tnion.

Tournament play will begin
10 g.m., with the consolation finals at
3 pm. and the championship match
a1.3:30 p.m.

Admission o the wunmmml is
free 1o the public.

For more nformation nbnm the
Rughy Paradise Smash or the US-
VIRFL, visit wwwrughyparadises-
mash.com.

Special Olympics Games
set for March 25 on St. Croix

ST. CROIX — Special Olympics
Virgin lslands will hold its annual
Games on March 25 at St. Croix
Renaissance Park.

The competition begins at 9 a.m.
with the parade of athletes, led
by St. Croix Central High School
JROTC.

St. Croix athletes will compete for
medals in the standing long jump,
25- 1o 200-meter dashes, wheelchair
races, basketball events, tennis, boc-
ce, and the soflball throw.

Bastille Day Kingfish
Toumament registration

ST. THOMAS — Registration is
now open for the 29th-annual Rastille
Day Kingfish Tournament, which
will ke place on July 16. For more
mformation, call 340-998-0854,
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By MARKTHIESSEN
The Associated Prass .

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — Mitch
Seavey won his third Iditarod Trail Sled
Dog Race on Tuesday, becoming the
fastest and oldest champion at age 57
and helping cement his family’s posi-
tion as mushing royalty.

The Seward, Alaska, nusher brought

his dogs off the frozen Bering Sea and
onto Front Street in the Gold Rush
town- of Nome after crossing nearly
1,000 miles of Alaska wildemess.

He outran his son, definding
champion Dallas Seavey, and lapped
the oldest musher record thar he set
atage 53 in 2013, He previously won
the race m 2013 and 2004.

Seavey set a new time record for
fhe fmice, wiic dhe [ditzrod =aid was
8 days, 3 hours, 40 minutes and 13
seconds, That shaved hours off thie
previous record set by Dallas Seavey
last year at § days, 11 hours, 20 min-
utes and 16 seconds.

“Sweet” was the first words Mitch
Seavey said after getting off the sled
after the dogs pulled through the fin-
ish line under the famed burled arch.

His wife, Janine, greeted him with
# hug. “Oh my gosh, look at what
you've just done she told him.
“You've changed the sport.”

After tlking to his wife, Mitch
Seavey then grested each of the dogs
an his team, ant thanked them with
a frozen snack. “Good dogs! Good
dogs!” he said to the team.

Later he posed with his two lead

“They get frustrated when they go
100 slow, 5o | just let them roll, which
was scary because ['ve never gone
that fast. that far ever, but thut’s what
they wanted 10 do,” he said.

Mitch Seavey set a new
time record for the race,
which the Iditarod said
was 8 days, 3 hours, 40
minutes and 13
seconds. That shaved
hours off the previous
record set last year by
his son, Dallas Seavey.

Seavey said the dogs know anly
one thing — 9 1/2 to 10 mph,

“They hit their peak, they hit their
speed, and that’s what they do”
Seavey said al the finish line. “They
trusted me o stop them when they
needed to siop and fied them and 1
did that, and they gave me allShey
could.”

Seavey picked up $75.000 and the
keys to o new pickup for winming the
worlds most famous sled dog mce.

The Seaveys have now won the st
six races. Dallas won four of
those races, and his futher finished
second the lust two years. The two are
close bur competitive.

“He and | have such a great re-
Intionship,” Mitch Seavey said.
“There’s no malice, we just love nun-
ning sled dogs. No question.”

The family’s ties to the race go
back 1o the first Iditarod, held m
1973, when Mitch Seavey's dad, Dan,

mushed in the evenl

The younger , wha is 30,
had wins in 2012 and from 2014 (o
2016.

The race started March 6 in Fair-
banks, with 71 teams trying o navi-

Seavey becomes oldest, fastest musher to win Iditarod

The ASSOCIATED PRESS

Mitch Seavey, lefr, outran his san, defending champion Dallas Seavey, laft, to win the |ditarod Trail Sled Dog Race in
Nome, Alaska, on Tuesday. Mitch Seavey previously won the race in 2013 and 2004.

gate nearly a thousand miles of gru-
eling Alnska wilderness to the finish
line in Nome. Five mushers have
seraiched,

As his team came off the frozen
Bering Sea and onto Front Street
for the last few blocks of the race,
Seaveyyelled, “Good boys! Hep!™ 10

his team. _

Fans lined the fimsh, clapping
and cheering him on. The dogs at
time veered a bil toward fans on one
side of the street, and Seavey yelled.
“Stright ahead!”

Just before reaching the chute, he
ot off his sled and ran with the dogs

abir,

Four dogs associated with the
mee have died this year, including
@ 4-year-old male named Flash who
collapsed on the trail early Tuesday
when his musher, Katherine Keith,
was about 100 miles outside the
checkpoint in Koyuk,

Muirfield to admit women, back in British Open rotation

By STEVE DOUGLAS
TheAssociated Press

Muirfield voted to adnit female
members for the first time in its 273-
year hisiory, clearing the Scottish goll
club 1o retwn Tuesday to the list of 10
courses that can host the British Open.

The Honourable Company of Edin-
burgh Golfers, which owns Muirfield
and s the world's oldest golf ¢lub, held
a second postal ballot after members
voted last May to retain the male-only
policy. That led to Muirfield being tak-
en off the British Open rotation.

The results of the second vole were
announced outside Muirfield’s
clibhouse, with club captain Henry
Fairweather saying that 80.2 percent of

jority was required for change.
A total of 621 members voted, a

turnout of 92.7 percent.

The R&A, which orgamzes the Bnt-
1sh Open, said minues afier the an-
nouncement that Muirfield was back in
the rotation to stage the world’s oldest

major.

“It is extremely importang for us in
staging one of the world’ great sport-
ing events that women can become
members at all of our hast clubs the
R&A said. “Muirfield is'a truly out-
standing Open venue and we very
much look forwand to taking the cham-
pionship back there in-future.”

Muirfield las staged the British
Open 16 times since 1892, most recent-
Iy in 2013 when Phil Mickelson won.~

“This is a significant decision for 4
club which was founded in 1744 and
retains many of the values and aspira-
tions of its founding members” Fair-

will enjoy, and benefit from, the great
raditions and friendly spinit of this re-
murkable club™

“The club’ original decision to retain
its male-only policy provoked sharp
criticism from players and lawmakers,
who said that polf was failing 1o mirror
modem society. Scottish First Minister

Mmln&mgeophndsuidhm‘ma»

ply indefensible]

Wil done Muirtield"* she posted on
Twitter afier the resulis of the second
ballot were announced. “Decision o
admit women members emphatic and

Seotlind’s minister for sport, Aileen

Campbell. said the decision was “ex-
WWfﬂrqﬂhyiﬂW»

wanis 1o see gender equality become
the norm across dll parts of society.”
Campbell said, “and today’s decision
15 another step forward in that journey™

3 WORK CAN WORK BETTER
« Office Printers
o Mulfifunction / All in One Printer
* Production Printers & Digital Presses
* Managed Print Services

WWW.E08usvi.com

776-7399 * 692-1399 ...

OFFIGE EQUIPMENT




Wednesday, March 15, 2017

SPORTS

The Virgin Islands Daily News 41

against the Dominican Republic on

P.R. vs. Dominican Republic

Puerto Rico's Orlando Roman pitches during the first inning of a second-round World Baseball Classic game
Tuesday in San Diegn Puerto Rico led 3-1 at the top of the nintiz Tha
final scare was not available at presstima this morning.

Phu'nqr'l'hASSDCI-kTED PHE'SS

Tetsuto Yamada slugs two home runs to lead
two-time champion Japan over Cuba in WBC

TOKYO (AP) — Tetsuto Yamada
hiimhmn:nmmleadjapauwan
B-5 win over Cuba in the World Buse-
ball Classic on Tuesday.

Pinch hitter  Seiichi Uchikawa
broke a 5-5 tie on a sacrifice fly in
the eighth inning and Yamada made it
8-5 with a two-run shot to center field
a1 Tokyo Dome.

Yamada also hit a leadoff homer in
the first iming:

“1 wasn't pleased with my batting
in the first four games,” Yamada said.
“J was determined to do better today.
1 felt good in batting practice and felt
this could be my day.”

T e oa s e

F ERS

Wholesale & Retail
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A} mnjor credit cands accoptes
ST1 seross from

[3an)

Two-time  champion Japan  im-
proved to 2-0 in Pool E and can ad-
vance to the March 20-22 champion-
ship round in Los Angeles with a win
aver Ismel (1-1) today. The top two
teams in the group advance.

The Netherlands (1-1) faces Cuba
(0-2) in today’s other game.

Cuba took a 4-2 lead in the fourth
on Victor Mesa’s single to left. Ja-
pan tied it in the fifth on RBIs by
Norichika Aoki and Yoshitomo Tsu-

Each team scored a run in the sixth,
Tsutsugo also had a big game at
the plate for Japan, His three hits in

his first three at-bats included game-
tying singles in the third and fifthin-

nimngs.

Japan, which fimished third at the
2013 WBC, improved to 5-0 includ-
ing first round games and will be
looking to head to the semifinals in
Los Angeles on a winning note.

“We have some regrets from the
last tournament.” Uchikawa said. “So

we'll be looking to win lomarrow's
game and go to the US, undefeated”

Even a win over the Dutch wouldn't
guaraniee the Cubans a chance to
maove on. They will need to wait for
the result of the Japan-lsracl game.

Injured South -
Carolina center
Alaina Coates.

Pho by
The ASSOCIATED
PRESS

South Carolina’s Coates
to miss NCAA Tournament

By PETE IM:CIEELLI
The A iated Press

COLUMBIA. S.C.— South Caro-
lina’s road to a possible return to the
Final Four just got a little more dif-
ficult.

Giamecocks forward Aluina Coates
has been ruled out for the NCAA
Tournament because of a nght an-
kle spmin, The 6-foot4 Coates has
missed three of the past five games
since first suffering the injury in a 62-
60 loss at Missouri on Feb. 19,

South Carolina, the top seed in the
Stockton Ri:g]unﬂl opens NCAA

play Fridsy against | 6th- seedcd UNC
Alhcvillc (19-14). If the Gamecocks
(27-4) advance, they would take on
cither Arizona State or Michigan
State for 4 spot in the Sweet 16,

Coates was expected to be a major
part of whatever success the Game-
cocks have in the tournament.

“It wus tough” South Curolinn
coach Dawn Staley said Tuesday
night on her radio show. 1 feel bad
for Alaina because she’s been a main-
stay over the past four years, She got
us to this point. She helped put us in
position of putting our program in the
national spotlight. And for her career
to end this way, not being able to par-
l.icﬁnteaudgwmgnmwmmshutu

a national cf on

_the floor is disheartening.”

Coates, a senior, led the Southeast-
¢ Conference in rebounding this
year, averaging 10.7 boards a game
and 12.9 points. Her presence along-
side 6-5 A'jn Wilson, 'the two-time
reigning SEC player of the year, gave
the Gamecocks perhaps the country’s
best low-post tandem.

Since 1985 NATURAL FOOD Grocery & Deli

Help Relieve Swollen Legs & Feet,
Pain, Stinging, Itching,
Burning Vein Inflammation.
Your Legs will Feel & Look their Best!

(340) 775-3737 » Mandela Circle, St. Thomas |

Staley said Monday mnight that
Coates would test out her ankle as the
team prepared to start the NCAAs,
Less than a day later, Staley broke the
news in & press

“This is something -M:vudeu]mg
with over the past fow weeks.” Staley
said. *I think it's just best that we
shut it down, let her heal up so she
can have a long, fruitful professional
career”

Coates is one of the major rea-
sons the Gamecocks have won four
straight SEC titles and three consecu-
tive league toumey crowns.

CALS NITE
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Dally News Fheto by DEAN GREENAWAY

Girls from Division A and B schools throughout the British Virgin Isiands await their twm to compete in Wednesday's praliminary events in the BVI Inter
Primary Schools Track and Field Championships 8t A.O. Shirley Grounds. =

TRACK day, with St. Gearges in the lead

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 84

Willard Wheatley is third with

Aftercach division's competition,
mhmdmwmm'dinnu{-

place with 28 points; Isabells Morris
hits 26; and Cedar International and
Corner Stone pick up the rear with
23 and 10, respectively.

Schools in the A Division will

based on performances in the pre-
cvents. lis boys squad won e&

segment af the long jump and base-
ball throw and enj
Seatliffe.

s a four-point

43, while there’s o three-way tie for
fourth between newcomers Joyce
Sumuel, Francis Lettsome and Enis
Adams, all with 33 points.

zer Thomas is in seventh with 29
points, and Bregado Flax rounds
out the pack with 25.

wted in cach age group as well as
the Victor and Victrix Ludorum for

thie boy and girl with the highest in-

dividual scores. Also, plagues will
be presented ta the top three highest

ISLANDERS faced Kansas State on Tuesday in one of the
CONTINUED FROM PAGE a4 zﬂi’ww sml%% :i:u ::5?,'{,‘,'3
e 3 I e Al

1 couldn’t have done it without my family, My
mom, Dedra Granyille, was there for me through-

out everything, 5o was Therese Hemandez. When

it was hard for me they look for the best for me. I
wotld also like to thank the Virgin Islands national
team coaches for allowing me to show my skills,
That opened doors for me”

Shaquille Seville is the only other Virgin Island-
er who will compete in the men’s junior college
tournament.

The 6-foot-8 post player and Eastem Florida
State (28-5) are scheduled to face the winner of the
Indian Hills vs. M howd next Wed
day in the second round,

It terms of Virgin Islands women, Sharena Arm-
strong. a 5-foot-9 reserve forward, and Wabash
Valley College (31-1) will face Cochise in the first
round of the % jumior college
WVC is enjoying a 24-game win streak

All junior college games will be broadeast live
on njcaatv.com. .

NCAATournament
The Southern Region of the NCAA tournament

is Juden with talent who have V.1, ties, starting with
Jolin Colling ahd Wike Forest (18-12, 9-9°ACC)

ence First Team afier scoring 19.5 points per game,
grabbing 5.0 rebounds and hianding out 3.8 assists.

In the opening round of the Collegelnsider.com
P Tour Crucian star Javier Marti-

and the No, 9 Seton Hall Pirates (21-11) who
1ake on No. 8 seed Arkansas on Friday at 1:30 p.m.
on TNT. The 6-foot-6 forward averaged 15.9 points
und 5.1 rebounds in his junior campaign.

Jordan Murphy, the son of Celia Murphy, and
Mimnesota (24-9) will battle Middle Tennessee State
on Thursday. The 6-foot-6 sophomore forward tal-
lied 11 double-doubles this season, which ranks sec-
ond ini the Big 10 Conference. The tip-off against the
Blue Raiders is set for 4 p.m.on TNT.

Dean Fdwin and the Kent State University at 14th
seed will face the third seed UCLA in Sacramento
on Friday at 9:45 pm. on TruTV. Edwin gamered
All-Mid-American Conference  Defensive Team
honors, leading the Flashes with 43 steals

The only V1. woman involved in Division 1 post-
season play is in a tough position. Imani Tate and
the University of Albany take on the No. 1 over-
all seed UConn in the first round. UComm has won
more than 100 straight games. The game will be
plaved Saturday and it can be seen on ESPNL

** Tafe was named 10 A mérica EastAll-Confer-

nez and the University of Tennessee ot Martin will
host UNC Asheville on Thursday at 7 p.m. Mar-
tinez averaged 12.7 points and 8.6 rebounds per
game and shot 67 percent on his way to Second
Team All Ohio Valley Canference honors.

NAIA

St. Croix native Amadius Der-Weer, a 6-foot-7
senior forward, and Talladega (Ala.) University re-
ceived an at-large bid to the 2017 Buffalo Funds-
NAIA Division | Men's Basketball National Cham-
pionship. Talladega (22-10) takes on No. 4 SAGU
(23-9) today.

Division 2

Charlotte Amalie High School alums Shirvel Luke
and Sherelle Georze both fell out of the second round
of their tournament. Luke and Benedict University
saw their 1 win streak come to an end at the
hands of West Flarida, 74-51, in South Region second
round play. The Lady Tigers concluded their season
at22-8,

George, a Freahuunwhonppmudiu two gnmes,
and California P I d
touigh game 1o Fifmont University, 84-68.

ylvamia (31-4) dropped 3

\
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BVI schools
vie for track
supremacy

BY DEAN GREENAWAY
Special to the Daily News

TORTOLA — For the first time in
British Virgin Islands Inier Primary
Schools Tmek and Field Championships
Instory, teams are hending into the main
competition knowing where they stand.

With the introduction of pre-events,
which were field Wednesday, there are
tight battles shapmg up m both A and B

Islanders
in hoops
spotlight

Islanders get chance
to shine in postseason

By DAVID EDOLE
Special to tha Daily News

ST. CROIX — Several Virgin Lsland-
ers will have additional opportunities 1o

Divisions, thead of todays and Thurs- displuy thewr wlents this college basket-
day's competition pitting schools from ball season as their 1cams were seleoted
Tortola, Virgin Gorda, Anegada and Jost 10 compete in post-season toumaments,
Wan Dyke In the junior college ranks, Rishawn

The 11 schools in the B Division, m- Fredericks, despite being a freshman,
strmations with enroliments of less than had player of the year aspirtions after
100 students between grades 2-6, will leading Motlow State to the national
«:nn pl.:y it 10 am. I-)dsy at A0, Shirley Jurior college tournament, defying pun-

is nfter an opening and dits who downplayed their chances dur-

a ps:nde of teams. ing the preseason. The 6-foot-6 forward

With defending champion Joyce averaged 134 poims and 10.9 rebounds
Samuel moving up to the A Division this during the season and had to settle for
year, the B Division title is up for 2rubs the rookie-of-the-year award. |

Former champs Ivan Dawson have a The Motlow State Bucks (28-5) lake
two-paint lead over Jost Van Dyke af- on No. 19 Coffeyville on Tuesday ot
1er the completon of the U1l Boys and 11 am, in the opening round.
Girls, the 13+ Boys and Girls long jump, “It's definitely a blessing for me be-
and the U11 Boys and Girls and U3 ingz Freshmen of the Year and first-team
Boys and Girls baseball throw, all-conference,” Fredericks said recent-

Ivan Dawson has amassed 45 points: ly. “The FOY award was huge for me
Jost Van Dyke has 43; and Lenora Del- and my family because when everyone
ville ‘has accumulated 42. Alexandrian doubted me, my famly still believed in
Maduro und Virgin Gorda’s Robinson Oklahoma City Thunder guard Russell Westbrook shoots as Brooklyn Na. guard Ranuy Foye me and thought 1 could still do i. 1 defi-
O'Neal are in a fourth-place tie with defends in the first half Tussday in New York. The Thunder won, 122-104. nitely knew 1 was going to make some
36 points; Pelican Gate occupies sixth More NBA news on page 41 noise this year.
See TRACK, page 43 See ISLANDERS, page 43
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